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The Sahûl Chronicle
Turn 13 Published by the Printers Guild of Zadres 1511–1515 SA

Free Companies & Errantry &c.

Red Dragon Company–10cv 15pk 30mi
Captain: Trefusis Pennires (l974s) ur age 42
Location: unknown
Min. Bid: hired 

Financial Institutions

Imperial Bank of Sahûl
Location:  ................................ Einandhu, Sardarthion
Available to borrow: ............. 2,560 gp 
(No single borrower may borrow more than 700 gp)

Investors may purchase shares in the Imperial Free City 
of Einandhu for 200 gp each, all profits to be divided by shares. 

Rule 10.5.2 investment income accrues normally. The four chief 
shareholders, together with the Tiger King of Arms, form the 
board of directors (indicated * below).

Shares:
 House Gwariva of Ingazi ......................................3*
 House Pangku of Araxes ......................................4*
 Ancient and Undaunted Order of Heralds ......3*
 Guilds Council of Adndar ...................................5*
 Printers Guild of Zadres .......................................1*

Loans: Atuburrk (840/t15)

Bank of Itaxik
Location:  ................................ Itaxik
Available to borrow: ............. 2,041 gp
Loans: None outstanding.

Traditional? Reform? There is only one Church Militant, and we are its protector.
  Electoral Grand Duchess Derica of Averon

S
ahûl will now be joined by the “New World” of Oratoa. Soon there will be a slew of new 
openings here—tell your friends! I apologize for the many delays, but I hope to launch the new 
continent after Christmas. Cort Winters has wrangled a number of players to help put together 
an order-entry tool for Cruenti Dei, which when implemented will speed up Turns considerably. 

I probably spend 85% of any given Turn in figuring out who’s going where, so this will be a tremendous help. 
Coming Soon: 

Poster Map of Sahûl – On the back burner, but not forgotten! Now you won’t have to do all that messy cut-
ting and pasting. A full-sized full-colour poster map of Sahûl is coming. Price to be determined.

Recent Publications: 
The Chronicle, Volume 1 – The compiled Sahûl Chronicle from Turns 0 through 10 inclusive, plus some 

other nifty bits including a compendium of all Imperial decrees and proclamations since Turn 0 and a handy 
list of Universities and other important institutes of higher learning throughout Sahûl. Available in both pa-
perback ($18.00) and hard cover ($30.00).

Atlas of Sahûl, Second Edition – Updated maps and some other supplemental material, including an index 
of all regions. Available in paperback ($22.00).

Cruenti Dei Rules Supplement 2: the Underlands – This supplement details the Underlands, a series of vast 
caverns underneath eastern Sahûl, and a new Kindred, the Yaminon, and their peculiar culture. Available as a 
free download or in paperback ($10.00).

Next Turn Due: Friday 15 January 2010.
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Western Sahûl
The Kit’ixi Coast

County of Tokatl (14 i/ta)
Her Excellency, Tinikatua vii, the Vain, Mistress of 
the Totek Hive, Countess of Tokatl.
Trade: Averon, CM, Itaxik, Sakkar, Taneki, 

ThaceD
DP: None

T
okatl finally finished building the Library 
of Siphunculi. In now comprises a skitter-
walk, gardens, a room of shared Devouring, 

a reading room, lecture halls and meeting rooms, all 
modeled on the layout of the University of Cap-
pargarnia campus. The library has an acquisitions 
department (near the harbour), and a cataloguing 
department. The halls contain shelves for the col-
lections of scrolls, maps, tomes, and tablets. Carved 
into the wall is the inscription: Cartulary of the 
Maelstrom. 

The Siphunculi has a writ from the Countess to 
confiscate books from every ship that comes into 
port. Scribes make new copies and return the origi-
nals back to their owners. In addition to collecting 
works from the past, the library also plans to host in-
ternational scholars (if any can be convinced to come), 
providing lodging and stipends for their families. 

The queen and her agents celebrated the library 
with a technicolour dance party! They invited all 
of Sahûl’s literati to attend. The invitations spent so 
much time in review, however, that they were not 
sent out until the party was long over. Sadly, the 
party proved too much for the Countess, and she ex-
pired in a puddle of literary excess and rice wine.

The new Countess, who is obsessed with her im-
age, sent agents throughout the countryside to deter-
mine how popular the government is, and to see if 
her people thought she was pretty.

Tokatl’s sorcerers reported a breakthrough.

Duchy of Taneki (21 i/yg)
Her Grace, Torakka ii, Lady Talkeltik of Akeltl, 
Baroness Ketatl, Duchess of Taneki.
Trade: Chi’tixi, Itaxik, Pexiki, Sakkar, ThaceD, 

Tokatl, Yax’te
DP: Uetzi (A)

T
he winter of 1511 proved deeper than ex-
pected. Though the weather improved in 
1513 and 1514, it didn’t last. In the sum-

mer of 1515, there was still snow on the ground as 
far north as Utuk’oh. The corpulent Duchess Toktoa 
IV finally died that year. Her successor seems to be 
much more engaged in the art of ruling. She’s twice 
the administrator her predecessor was. This still puts 
her considerably below average. She was, however, 
instrumental in the casting of protective magics over 
the capital.

Three new towns were built: T’abaij in Sahmi, 
Taspat in K’ani, and Jirum in Ketatl. They are all 
oceanic ports on the Taneki Road.

The sorcery academy expanded.
Mount Tan in Taneki Prefecture erupted once, in 

1511. The cows slowly regained their footing.
In the south, the Xinite Lady Axin of Uetzi de-

clared her allegiance to the Duchess, while in Xin-
calli, thousands of ex-Xinites were raised from their 
graves to serve Taneki.

The Church Militant

C
onfusion reigned among the western Ilu-
varians. Margrave Cleon of Yax’te diverted 
his realm’s tithe from the Traditionalists 

to the Reform, sparking widespread unrest in the 
extremely pious and traditional population. The 
Baroness of Sakkar expressed her preference for the 
Traditionalists to work with the Reformers in unit-
ing under one leadership. In Averon, closed meetings 
were held at the highest levels to discuss a more… 
permanent solution.

One evening in 1511, Dame Akit Ketira gazed 
upon the high walls of the Cathedral of Sahn’akl, 
surrounded by her army, and pondered the future. 
She had only ever meant the Reform to bring a sense 
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of purpose to the drifting Church, but instead there 
had been nothing but discord and rising anger within 
Western Iluvarianism. She withdrew the bulk of her 
forces from Sum’kah to Usutbes, leaving however a 
substantial garrison.

When she arrived in Usutbes, she called together 
the leaders of her army and government, and she or-
dered that her words be conveyed to all of the Ilu-
varian states. Forewarned, the Abbess of Shintar and 
some officials of the Traditionalist Church were also 
present. 

She recalled for them the tale of her childhood 
and the teachings of her strongly traditional religious 
teacher1. As she wove her tale, she remembered her 
teaching of the great strength of the Church Mili-
tant: unity. She lamented that the Church was now 
shell of it’s form self. “The Church,” she said, “suffers 
when it is in disarray, and every one of her members 
suffers as well.” Then, with tears in her eyes she laid 
down her sword and said, “For the betterment of all 
Iluvarians, I will do everything in my power to rejoin 
with the traditionalists. As I speak Averon, Sakkar, 
and the Orthodox Pontiff are doing everything they 
possibly can to see this dream come true. The Church 
Militant will be whole again, families reunited, and 
glory returned to the Church. We will shed the name 
Reformed, the Traditionalists will shed theirs, and we 
will once again be a single Church Militant!” The 
assembled crowd, swept up in the moment, cheered 
and began singing a rousing old hymn.

But events had overtaken her.
Even as the crowd was finishing their hymn, a 

breathless equerry burst into the hall with a message 
for the Grandmistress. “Averon!” she wheezed. “Ave-
ron’s armies are coming!” She pressed the report into 
Dame Ketira’s claws before collapsing into a chair.

As the Grandmistress read the report, confu-
sion reigned in the hall. As she read, her mandibles 
worked themselves into a firm displeasure. She raised 
a hand for silence and said, “the Grand Duchess is 
seizing Church property throughout Averon, and 
32,000 Averese cavalry have crossed the border. To 
horse, equerries! To horse!”
1 Caltix Alabec, once Abbess of Shintar.

Indeed, throughout Averon, agents of the Grand 
Duchess (backed up in all cases by armies “just in 
case”) were occupying the Cathedrals of the Church 
Militant. Most of these seizures were simple and 
relatively peaceful affairs, but a few involved bloody 
skirmishes. In particular, the monks of the abbey of 
Saint Sirrix in Andren mounted a spirited defense, 
but they were unable to do much more than slow the 
Averese army’s advance. Once the Abbot was shot 
dead by an Averese bowman, all resistance crumpled. 
At the other end of the spectrum, Orret in Poonk-
tem and Saint Wetherin in Darida simply opened 
their gates.

The Usutbes Campaign (1511-1512)

Dame Akit Ketira marshaled her defenses: 23,500 
equerries of the Order with 5,500 supporting foot. 
Also in the region was the Saurian Wizard Takorr, 
commanding an additional 8,000 cavalry, 10,000 
foot, and a strong force of siege engineers. The Order 
quickly sent their forces to reinforce the sixteen cas-
tles and eleven hive forts in the region. The invading 
force consisted of 28,000 mixed infantry and 4,000 
medium horse commanded by Tiketua v of Tishrak, 
Margrave of the North. Over the course of two years, 
the Order ground away at the Averese, finally rout-
ing them in the open field at the Battle of Chitix in 
1512. There were no Averese survivors.

The Sum’kah Campaign (1512-1513)

Grand Duchess Derica’s own brother-in-law, the 
Baron Challik of Goorin, led 2,500 cataphracti, 5,000 
supporting cavalry, and 5,000 foot into Sum’kah. He 
figured the region would be easy takings, consider-
ing that the garrison and castles did not appear to 
have any decisive leadership. Unfortunately, he 
didn’t reckon with General Tik’tik. Responding 
with 2,000 equerries of the Order, she took com-
mand of Sum’kah’s 10,000 infantry, twelve castles, 
and eight hive forts. Tik’tik proved to be a tactical 
genius, taking full advantage of the hilly terrain. By 
1513, Baron Challik’s tattered forces were in full re-
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treat. They never made it to the border. The equerries 
of the Sword of Iluvar rode them down for slaughter, 
capturing Baron Challik in the bargain.

For a while, it appeared as though the worst of it 
was over, and then in 1514, an Averese fleet appeared 
off the coast of K’ah. As they made an amphibious 
landing of 7,500 cavalry and 15,000 infantry, another 
mixed force of 5,000 invaded overland from Podates. 
General Tik’tik rode north to meet them with her 
force of 9,000.

The Battle of Sahn’akl (1514)

Archemandrite Sardula iv remained resolute in 
her Cathedral while outside the battle raged. The 
Averese were led by the extremely capable Lord Voon, 
and they outnumbered the Order forces two to one. 
The Order’s forces were soon flanked, and in revenge 
for their defeats in the previous years, the Averese 
butchered General Tik’tik’s army. 

She did manage a fair retreat of her remaining 
1,500 infantry behind the low walls of Tikata. The 
Averese counted 6,000 casualties before continuing 
on to occupy the Cathedral of K’ah.

As Lord Voon secured the cathedral, fighting 
broke out within the cloister walls. Who started 
it, none know, but a number of senior clerics were 
killed, including Archemandrite Sardula iv herself. 
Order was restored within the cathedral grounds by 
a certain Brother Bohr.

Many members of the Holy Synod, meanwhile 
fled as far away as they could. If the Church Militant 
could be said to still exist as an organization, it exists 
in the scattered members of the Holy Synod.

The Order of the Sword of Iluvar (4 i/il)
Dame Akit Ketira, Grandmistress of the Military 
Order of the Sword of Iluvar, Protector of the Church 
Militant and the Holy Synod, Administrator of the 
Demense of Tikata.
Trade: ThaceD, Tokatl
DP: Yes.

T
he Order worked for the re-unification of 
the Church, right up until they were at-
tacked by Averon. In the resulting dust-up, 

the Prior of Tarrokh joined the Order.

Electoral Grand Duchy of Averon (36 si/il)
Her Gracious Majesty, Derica i, Lady Drax, Countess 
of Darida, Lord Admiral of the Green, Electoral 
Grand Duchess of Averon, Protector of the Faith.
Tiketua vi of Tishrak, Margrave of the North.
Trade: Araxes, Itaxik, ThaceD, Tokatl, Urdraháhn
DP: Tramades (F)

F
aced with certain schism and possible civil 
war, Grand Duchess Derica finally decided 
she’d had enough. Determined to protect 

the Church Militant from itself, she declared herself 
“Protector of the Faith” and moved armies to secure 
the properties of the Church Militant against fur-
ther decay or depredation. The results were fair to 
middling.

Averon cut trade with all Yagnarist Realms.
Grand Duchess Derica gave birth to a boy in 

1513. The young prince was named Muldalan. In 
the Court there is growing consensus that the boy 
be named heir, though the Grand Duchess has taken 
no formal steps to divest her sister, the Duchess Jera, 
of the title.

Even as the snows fell around the new founda-
tions, Averon expanded Gannedán into a city. Naval 
quality improved and the University was enlarged.

County of Pexiki (29 i/yg)
Her Excellency, Xitar i, Mistress of the Coactoka 
Hive, Countess of Pexiki, Lady Amoxcali.
Trade: Itaxik, Sakkar, Taneki
DP: Apana (F)

P
exiki embraced the renaissance, quickly be-
coming a major centre of the new learning. 
Their culture, already amongst the most 

sophisticated and sagacious in Sahûl, quickly tran-
scended the “café cultures” of the other renaissance 
realms. The sublime artistry of Pexiki’s sculptors and 
painters is in demand throughout the Empire. Cav-
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alry quality improved, as did Pexiki’s already formi-
dable sorcery skills.

Moderate investments provided for additional im-
provements in cavalry and siege quality.

Ferocious winter came to Pexiki in 1511. A brief 
respite in the following years served only to raise the 
false hopes of optimists; the snows came early in 1514 
and the following summer could charitably be said to 
have lasted a few days between a short spring and a 
long autumn. Widespread crop failures were report-
ed, and the few successful rice farmers in the Coch-
mikki valley made their fortunes.

Electoral Queendom of Itaxik (50 i/ur)
Her High Majesty, Queen Yautlatoaya i, Mistress of 
the Tis’chak, Countess of Takkikik, Imperial Governor 
of Withidan, Elector of Itaxik, Golden Beetle of the 
West.
Her Excellency, Cipactonatha iv, Baroness Aueuetl, 
Countess of Pehuatoka, Guardian of Mictia.
Her Excellency, Kassa vi, Mistress of Calpolli, Lady 
Tchantli, Countess of Kachar, Protector of the Fair 
Isles.
Trade: Averon, Carcë, Pexiki, Sakkar, Taneki, 

Tokatl, Urdraháhn, Yax’te
DP: Coz’tic (F), Habaniah (A), Barrod (A), 

Zacaun (T), Temi (T)

P
rincess Yautlatoaya II became Queen Yaut-
latoaya I in the Imperial Honours Court of 
1512. It was little comfort for the people of 

her vast realm, suffering under the blanket of increas-
ingly long winters. While 1511 was pretty bad, the 
snows that fell in the early autumn of 1514 have not 
yet left the ground. It was not nearly so bad as it might 
have been; megalithic greenhouses in Molko ensured 
the city of Itaxik would prosper during the icy on-
slaught. Elsewhere, food rationing went into effect, 
and great publics works projects opened up farmland 
in the northern portions of the Queendom, around 
Lake Exin and the Poyatl and Tepic Rivers. Although 
unrest increased throughout the realm, the emergen-
cy measures did have some of their desired effect.

With the snows came the renaissance. Infantry 
tactics and sorcery improved, and state-sponsored 
scholarship flourished. Of particular interest is the 
newly constructed “College of the Ice”, built as an 
adjunct to the venerable University of Akassa. No or-
dinary college, this institution is almost a university 
in its own right, and it has helped to elevate snowy 
Akassa to one of the greatest centres of learning in 
the Empire.

The 75-ship exploration fleet of Admiral Toncipaya 
Lady Oktli sailed north over the edge of the world in 
search of new lands and peoples. 

Crossing the Northern Seas
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In the shadows of Tikopai, research and excava-
tions were carried out amidst the ever-present sand-
storms. Little new was reported, though the mood of 
the researchers did improve when several brave souls 
climbed the monument and tied a giant blindfold 
made of bedrolls over the terrifyingly vacant eye-
sockets. Bonuses were paid to the troops stationed 
there, which almost made up for the morale issues 
associated with being stationed in the middle of a 
sandy wasteland.

A tussle broke out between Carcë and Itaxik  
diplomats in Barrod. Apparently Itaxik won the arm-
wrestling contest, because the region allied with them.

Thanks to consistent investment, siege and sorcery 
quality improved.

Barony of Sakkar (15 is/il)
Baroness Nenepillah ii of Sakkar, the Vehement, 
Mistress of Nelhuayotl, Heir of the Prophet, Beloved 
of the Light of Iluvar.
Trade: Duedhyn/Raven (1), Itaxik, Pexiki, Taneki, 

Tokatl, Urdraháhn, Yax’te
DP: None.

B
aroness Nenepillah can’t seem to catch a 
break. She issued statements of support to 
both the Reformists and the Traditional-

ists, only to find a considerable portion of the north-
ern members of the Holy Synod on her doorstep 
pleading for asylum. And no sooner had she reaf-
firmed Sakkar’s commitment to their Hundred-Year 
Plan, than the snows began. Sakkar was fairly well 
socked in, with only some small, pale summers in 
1512 and 1513 to relieve the cold and grey. Starvation 
was reported in some of the hinterlands. The lonely 
garrison of Orren perished in bitter winter of 1514, 
and the region is now independent.

Sakkar embraced the renaissance, at least those 
bits that were proper and respectable. Airship and 
sorcery improved as the Sakkari delved through the 
new knowledge. The government also expanded. 

Regardless of the weather, a group of hardy colo-
nists successfully settled in the forests of Onoalikko 
(2132)i. The priory of Vallumbrosa was raised there 
for the spiritual needs of the settlers.

Iluvarian missionaries handed out fur hats and re-
ligious tracts in Onnok, converting the region.

Sakkar continued its national pastime of annex-
ing sparsely populated lands, picking up Zephrani-
medes and Zanisba. 

Icemark of Yax’te (17 s/il)
Margrave Cleon ii, the Devout, Grand Master 
and Knight-Commander of the Champions of the 
Renewal.
Trade: Itaxik, Sakkar, Taneki
DP: Failed!

M
argrave Cleon failed to stock the granaries 
in Onisba and Potem’te, and in defiance 
of the Icemark’s clergy, he threw his sup-

port behind the Reformists. The results were disas-
trous. The winter of 1511 was bad enough, but in 
1514 widespread starvation was recorded for the first 
time in generations. In Neghos, there were credible 
reports of advancing glaciers overrunning what had 
been prime grazing land just two years before. The 
Iluvarian clergy blamed the disaster squarely on the 
Margrave, and they preached a return to tradition. 
The Margrave appealed for reason, even inviting 
many of the senior clergy over for beers. The smooth 
Margrave talked himself out of a very sticky situa-
tion2; though virtually all of the clergy remained 
firmly Traditionalist, they were no longer calling for 
“the heretic’s head on a plate”.

It was in this tense (and frigid) atmosphere that 
Margrave Cleon the Solemn died in the deep winter 
of 1514. His son became Margrave at the tender age 
of fifteen. Soon afterward, several members of the 
Holy Synod of the Church Militant arrived in Yoltet 
seeking asylum. Simultaneously, the new learning 
began to filter through the Icemark, bringing with 
it a renaissance in culture and science and improve-
ments to siege and sorcery quality. A new library was 
dedicated in Yoltet, and some of the locals are call-
ing for the establishment of a university, or at least a 
sorcery academy.

2 Indeed, there was talk of revolution in the air, so dead-set were 
the clergy and people against the Reformist faction.
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Settlers were sent to Zanthia, and reports indicate 
a positive outlook for the new colony. However, in 
the mountainous prefectures of Neghos and Onisba, 
the locals report an ominous growth to the glaciers.

Siege quality improved (again).

Thacia and Aret
The High Plains & Northern Coast

Electoral Queendom of the Great Hive of 
Chi’tixi Tirrix Ki (39 i/yg)
Her Most Puissant Majesty, Taxitiki ii, the Illustrious, 
Mistress of Tirrix & the Great Hive, Duchess of Chax 
and Tix’ itikata, Countess Itax, Elector & Lich-Queen 
of Chi’tixi, &c., &c.
Her Excellency, Tannix iv, Lady Ch’tort, Countess 
of Cærrat, Vice-regent of Western Chi’tixi.
Baron Tirabinis Tirrit of Tichiir, Grandmaster of the 
Military Order of Gidaxa, the Black Claw Sage. 
Trade: Araxes, Atuburrk, Hyrágec, Ingazi, 

Kicitchat, Kommolek, Taneki, ThaceD, 
ThaceE, Urdraháhn

DP: Busy. Check back later.

E
ven at the age of 17, the illustrious Queen 
Taxitiki was concerned for her future and 
the future of her realm. So she summoned 

her Court sorceress to her side, and the two of them 
began an arduous and exacting witchery, designed to 
bring continuity and eternal peace to the realm. The 
results were unveiled in 1512, when the lovely Queen 
revealed her new, hideous form to her Court. For the 
first time in centuries, the darkest necromancy has 
been cast in Chi’tixi, and an undead Queen rules 
from the throne of her foremothers. In deference to 
the sensibilities of her more squeamish subjects, the 
Queen has taken to wearing a mask in public.

Just to stress continuity, the anti-Tarotist cam-
paign continued unabated. Trading vessels were 
subjected to random searches, and inquisitors began 
conducting investigations in the larger cities for re-
cusants. Heavy naval patrols continued on the Stroip 
and Tikka Rivers. 

Yagnarist priories were built in Otch’kar and 
Evikkat. Airship quality improved.

Duchy of Thace (31 s/ur)
His Grace, Brannis ii, Lord Goshtikka-Ourane, Baron 
of Brennadein, Marshal of Thacia, Duke of Thace.
Trade: Araxes, Averon, Cappargarnia, Carcë, 

Chi’tixi, CM, Ingazi, Hyrágec, ID, Taneki, 
ThaceE, Tokatl, Urdraháhn, Zadres (3)

DP: Yoharneth (T)

D
uke ordered the expansion of the towns of 
Rûnahd and Drannhir into cities. A similar 
attempt to expand Sybok did not go as well, 

as the infrastructure in the relatively new town was 
not really in place. A road was built to Thûnd from 
Herroc, connecting the Free City with the rest of the 
realm. The military academy was enlarged.

A new guard unit was formed, named in honour 
of Duke Willor V, “the Ducal Order of the Shining 
Star”. Attempts to extend the Duchy into Pantun Pre-
fecture were shelved for the moment, though a diplo-
matic attempt among the nomads of the harsh deserts 
of Yaharneth somehow succeeded.

In 1512, the Order of the Scroll abruptly packed 
up their monks and materials in Ourane, loaded up 
their “intellectual treasure fleet” and sailed away.

In 1514, the Duke’s older brother, Lord Willor, 
was found dead in a gutter near the Ourane docks. 
An investigation determined that he probably drank 
himself to death, though the coroner was at a loss to 
explain several puncture marks in his lower back and 
a complete lack of blood in the corpse. Oddly, the 
Duke did not attend his brother’s funeral. In fact, he 
hasn’t appeared in public since 1513.

The winters became increasingly harsh, and the 
summer of 1515 was distinguished by being one of the 
briefest in memory. The autumn rains began shortly 
after midsummer’s day, ruining the harvest.

Electoral County-Palatine of Thace (27 s/ur)
His Most Excellent Majesty, Brannis vi, the Gallant, 
Lord Goshtikka-Snamarthis, Overlord of Carcë, 
Electoral Count Palatine in Thace.
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Trade: Aradéc, Araxes, Atuburrk, Averon, 
Cappargarnia, Carcë, Chi’tixi, Golmath, 
Hyrágec, ID, Ingazi, Kicitchat, Kommolek, 
Taneki, ThaceD, Urdraháhn, Zadres (3)

DP: Duzjun (A), Cardjun (F), Helates (T), 
Hurrimak (T), Bleak Carridok (T), 
Nemidor (T), Flanzjein (F)

T
he wildly popular young Count Palatine 
supervised the construction of a primary 
schools system, to be staffed by good Ur-

dan nuns. As befits a Great Power, vast sums were 
invested in the Electorate’s infrastructure, improv-
ing naval and airship quality, expanding the govern-
ment, and achieving an impressive breakthrough in 
sorcery. The Count’s engineers extended the road 
network from Somath into the Corund steppe. Deep 
in the southern steppes, the frontier town of Sarefett 
grew in Memisen.

The Goshtikka Gardens in Jannas proved a very 
popular destination for those yearning to see green 
plants. Cuttings, seeds, and in some cases, whole 
plants arrived from all over the empire. From far-off 
Zarkhandu came vine cuttings from the Zyleen grape. 
From Kommolek came many small plants, including 
a dozen varieties of Hellabore, a local favourite. Kic-
itchat sent a few cuttings of their national flower: the 
foul-smelling and stunningly invasive Bramblereek 
Bush. From Tokatl came a large collection of Or-
chella Floze, also known as Royal Shy Lichen, which 
grows only on the shady side of headstones and is 
used to produce a deeply saturated purple dye. From 
Araxes came samples of the Valiant, also colloquially 
known as the steppe rose3. The Abbess of Wyrmwood 
sent some samples of the eponymous plant, which 
only grows on the fringes of the Wyrmwaste. Given 
the tendency of many realms to send only their more 
interesting4 plants, a new “Adventure Arboretum” 

3 Despite what the casual nomenclature suggests, the Valiant is not 
a rose at all. Rather, it is a cactus that blooms only on the sunrise 
after a rainfall. The rest of the time, this plant’s thorns (vicious 
spikes, really) entice unwary predators. They become ill (some say 
poisoned) by their attempted meal. Their rotting remains serve as 
fertilizer for the Valiant.

4 That is, more dangerous.

wing was dedicated, with appropriate warning signs, 
release forms, and armed guards.

The Zyleen grape vines found the climate entirely 
too warm, and despite the best efforts of the Thacian 
gardeners, they have all died.

Count Palatine Brannis (accompanied by his faith-
ful Steppehound, Mister Trim5) left for an adventure 
to far-off lands in 15116. Though he left no regent to 
rule in his stead, the sorceress Somara the Savvy kept 
a weather eye on doings in Snamarthis. When he 
returned in cold winter of 1515, it was with his new 
wife, the princess Merryn Tressa, and their son, Bi-
ard. The new princess has proved extremely gracious 
and elegant. Even though every young maiden of the 
Electorate had her eye on the young Brannis, princess 
Tressa has by and large won them over. Shortly after 
their arrival in Snamarthis, the couple announced 
the hatching of another son, named Ebalondrir.

Electoral Thace continued its dramatic push into 
the southern steppe. A diplomatic sojourn by Lady 
Tanna’tix ran into trouble in Deiradjur. Given that 
the locals proclaim the faith of the Tigers of Urda, 
and that Lady Tanna’tix is, well, a Malebolge, her at-
tempts at diplomacy were what could charitably be 
described as “terrible”. The local Sar demanded the 
withdrawal of “the heretic vermin” as well as her 
21,000 cavalry. Fortunately, they were already leav-
ing. In Nemeketh, it was actually worse; the local 

5 Formerly Mister Pie Face, formerly Mister Piddles.
6 See entries for Adndar and the Imperial Demense.
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Sar spit in Lady Tanna’tix’s face and probably would 
have attacked her if it wasn’t for all those cataphracti 
surrounding her. The much larger army of Colonel 
Gollish stomped around the southern steppe as well, 
cowing several local leaders.

General Lord Basodir, the Elector’s brother, at-
tempted to intimidate the Yagnarist horseclans by 
means of a rather imposing dragon he had befriend-
ed. It worked, though the priories in the regions were 
rather less impressed.

As in Ducal Thace, the winters grew long. The 
summer of 1515 almost didn’t happen; the autumn 
rains began shortly after midsummer’s day, ruining 
the harvest. 

Lordship of Carcë (6 s/ur)
Sar Grotan Tahnik ii, the Dragon, Third Lord Carcë, 
Master of the Horseclans, Scourge of Urda the Fierce, 
Defender of the Steppes.
Trade: Araxes, Itaxik, ThaceD, ThaceE
DP: Hish (F), Hoodrazi (F), Syphax (T)

W
inter came to the steppes, heralded by an 
icy wind, howling from the south. The only 
relief was the summer rains, but in 1515 

over much of the southern steppe the summer rains 
were summer snows. In the midst of this misery, 
Sar Grotan Tremek consulted with Church officials 
about the ‘sanctity of life’ doctrines. Determined to 
increase the important role of family amongst the 
horseclans (and hopefully bring up the birthrate), 
Sar Grotan revived a centuries-old tradition of the 
steppes, the Solstice of the Earth Mother7.
7 The festival occurs during the changes of three seasons of the year 

(ostensibly representing the holy trimester of Urda, but actually 
a practical matter: only an idiot would do this in winter). Each 
horseclan sends to Carcë their unwed males and females who are 
ready to make their rite of passage into adulthood. Many are ac-
companied by their Clan elders, as well as a host of livestock. A 
great feast is held as each Clan sacrifices nine of their livestock 
heads to contribute. The males of the horseclans compete in ritu-
al sports (wrestling, horse racing, etc.) so as to impress the females 
and show off their bravado to the other clans. Winners of the var-
ious competitions get first pick of the women to choose as their 
mates from the other clans. To compensate, ninety-nine heads 
of livestock are given to the clan for the bride-to-be. Choosing 
more than one wife is allowable so long as the male in question 
can prove he is able to provide for them. The young women may 
refuse offers, of course, but they rarely do so since it would be 
considered a grave insult to the young man’s Clan. Once the rit-

With the return of this old tradition, Sar Tremek 
being the ‘Alpha Sar’ he is, decided to partake in the 
ritual himself in 1513. During the final horse race, 
however, he was easily outpaced by his son, Tahnik 
the Young Dragon8. The cheering turned to concern 
as the old Sar’s horse ambled off the track and into the 
open steppe. Race officials, followed by Tahnik and 
a host of elders, hurried to catch up. They found the 
Sar’s horse grazing peacefully several leagues away. 
The Sar himself was hunched over in the saddle, 
having apparently died during the race. The Young 
Dragon took up his father’s saddle-banner and, hold-
ing it over his head, claimed the Lordship of Carcë.

Twenty minutes later he claimed his bride, a stark 
beauty of Clan Treotan by the name of Camethis. 
Their first child, a daughter, was born in 1514. Named 
Camleda, the girl has already been consecrated to a 
life in the Church. Their second child, a boy named 
Tremek, was born in the deep winter of 1515.

The new Sar threw his energy into reorganizing 
the famed steppe cavalrymen into a truly formidable 
militia. Carcë built a road from Assarnes in their 
spiritual homeland to their city of Gortahnes in Piv-
rassa. Guided by Thacian advisors, the government 
expanded.

A tussle broke out between Carcë and Itaxik  
diplomats in Barrod. Apparently Itaxik won the arm-
wrestling contest, because the region allied with them.

The Priory of the Martyrs of Saint Noëna in Nem-
elyssa was expanded to an abbey.

Grand Duchy of Araxes (29 w/ur)
His Excellency, Captain-General Pangku Kapalless iii, 
Count of Thangkar, Lord Protector of Araxes.
Trade: Aradéc, Atuburrk, Averon, Cappargarnia, 

Carcë, Chi’tixi, Einandhu, Golmath, 

ual of choosing mates is finished, Urdan priestesses bless all the 
new couples en masse. Breaking away from the rest, the couples 
find a quiet spot under the full moon to mate on the bare earth. 
Once the couple has finished consummating the marriage, the 
males blow their horns for all to hear to echo through the Carcë 
Steppes. With the various clans now intermixed, ensuring a unity 
amongst the horseclans, the tribes and their livestock return to 
their homes. [excerpt from Our Wacky Barbarian Cousins, by 
Eineer Fengy, Molzim Press, Snamarthis, 1514]

8 Recently back from the Thacian military academy in Esenthis, 
and granted the title “Defender of the Steppe” by his father.
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rains in 1512 and 1515 began in midsummer, seri-
ously damaging the harvest. The snows of 1515 came 
early and have not yet lifted.

Negotiations with Duedhyn’s Aradéc overlords 
reestablished peace, though the Araxes armed forces 
were on high alert for any further “mistakes” on the 
part of Duedhyn. 

Saint Ilona of Blessed Memory in Zimjun was 
consecrated as a cathedral.

County of Kicitchat (21 i/yg)
Her Excellency, T’cha’k v, Lady Tchac’at, Countess 
of the Kicitchat Hive and Associated Dominions.
Trade: Aradéc, Araxes, Atuburrk, Cappargarnia, 

Chi’tixi, Duedhyn, Einandhu, Hyrágec, ID, 
Ingazi, Kommolek, ThaceE, Tiryowglas, 
Urdraháhn, Zadres (3)

DP: None.

C
ountess T’cha’k continued the internal de-
velopment of her realm. Roads were built 
from Inyib to both Karc’at and Xant’ki, 

and Xant’ki itself expanded. Damage done to the 
walls of Karc’at during the Cappargarnian occu-
pation of the city in 1490 was finally repaired. The 
County dedicated the University of Tchac’at in 1515. 
Massive investments in the military, government, 
and public works rounded out the budgetary push to 
splendour.

The Tarotist minority in Kentel, centered around 
the Priory of Arcëme, cast a nervous eye towards 
Chi’tixi and petitioned the Countess for a charter 
guaranteeing their religious liberty10.

Military maneuvers were held with Araxes. The 
forces there marched under a new banner: Quarterly, 
I Vert, an Urdan demisphere Or; II Sable, an Eye 
of Yagnar Proper; III Sable, a rat saltant Argent; IV 
Gules, three towers in bend Argent.

The winters were harsh, particularly those of 1511 
and 1515, though 1514 wasn’t exactly a walk in the 
park either.
10 Several of Kicitchat’s regions contain small, inoffensive Tarotist 

minorities. While they are mostly relegated to ghettoes, in some 
of these regions (particularly Dahu, Karadeg, and Thichat) they 
are staunch and stolid members of the community, loyal to their 
Countess. Nevertheless, they keep their heads down and cel-
ebrate their religious festivals quietly, in private.

Hyrágec, ID, Ingazi, Kicitchat, Kommolek, 
Taneki, ThaceD, ThaceE, Tokatl, 
Urdraháhn, Zadres (3)

DP: Decaspë (A), Alod (F)

L
ady Protector Ranierre continued the Arax-
ean tradition of solid government. She per-
sonally dedicated a new Navigation College 

at the Nigata Naval Academy. Included in the new 
college was a magnificent plaza and fountain. The 
University was improved as well. The army was con-
siderably expanded to help deal with any wandering 
armies that might stagger out of Duedhyn. In a fur-
ther show of the Grand Duchy’s deadly earnestness 
in the matters of their defense, military maneuvers 
were held with Kicitchat in Zimjun and Syghor, and 
in Tythyen with an Ingazi airfleet and dragon com-
manded by Air Marshal Lord Gwariva Trememeres.

Diplomatic talks with Duedhyn’s lord of Aradéc 
were tense but generally cordial. Merryn the Young-
er, son of Duedhyn’s orthodox Prince, conducted a 
state visit to Syghor in 1511. A brief and unexpected 
face-off with armies of Ravenist Duedhyn (Dallyn) 
in then-neutral Alod the following year ended with 
the apology of the Ravenist commander and the re-
treat of the Raven forces in good order.

In 1513, Lady Protector Ranierre resigned in fa-
vour of her nephew, the Grand Duke’s son and heir. 
Like his aunt, Count Kapalless is an academy-trained 
soldier. Although charming, he has a reputation for 
not being particularly detail-oriented9. 

A very confused Kicitchat Malebolge showed up 
at the University in Pinyerrel, looking for the world 
famous Araxean Naval Academy. Locals pointed out 
that Pinyerrel, being inland, is not a very good place 
for a Naval Academy. Was the young lady perhaps 
looking for Nigata in Thûduaxa? Some time later, the 
(Wenemet) Abbess of the Order of the Scroll visited 
the library at Pinyerrel.

The winters in Araxes grew long, particularly in 
the southern steppe. In Araxes proper, the autumn 

9 One army officer, speaking on condition of anonymity, described 
the new regent as “smooth as silk and about as deep”. Another 
said, “Urda love him, he’s got all the organizational skills of a 
plum tree”.
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Electoral Grand Duchy of Atuburrk (25 w/yg)
His Gracious Majesty, Adhanggar Sydath ii, the Wolf, 
Count of Odol, Overlord of Kicitchat, Elector & 
Grand Duke of Atuburrk.
Trade: Aradéc, Araxes, Cappargarnia, Chi’tixi, 

Einandhu, Golmath, Hyrágec, ID, Ingazi, 
Kicitchat, Kommolek, ThaceE, Tokatl, 
Urdraháhn, Zadres (3)

DP: None.

U
nlike many of the neighbouring realms, the 
weather in Atuburrk continued to be balmy 
and pleasant. New public works projects 

were ordered by the albino Grand Duke. The sor-
cery academy was expanded, and sorcery improved. 
Clothing styles in the Grand Duchy have become 
quite colourful and ostentatious, and Inh Odol has 
somehow become the fashion capital of the north. 
Sydath’s heir, Sydath the Younger, is very much part 
of the fashionable crowd, and he is known to be a 
voracious reader.

In Alghin, visiting merchants reported seeing a 
great fortress, black as ebony, hovering menacingly 
above the so-called “road to nowhere”.

A grand Chi’tixi fleet of 275 ships and 185 airships 
arrived on Alghin in 1515, joining the vast armada 
already assembled. The sheer number of naval and air 
vessels from assorted realms throughout Sahûl have 
overburdened the port of Wodonga. The local pilots 
have had to rotate whole fleets into isolated coves 
throughout the island to give the various sailors, ma-
rines, and airmen a fair shot at shore leave.

Many adventure novels were published about the 
dashing and popular Lord Dolmathes, including 
the best sellers Dolmathes and the Menace from the 
North in 1513 and Dolmathes Against the Air Pirates 
in 1515. Disappointing wenemaidens everywhere, 
Lord Dolmathes announced his engagement to Lady 
Ebrel of Fell Kommolek.

Central Sahûl
The Heart of Empire

Electoral Republic of Cappargarnia (46 m/ta)
His Sublime Majesty, Anabrin Darronley, Electoral 
Prince of Cappargarnia.
His Great Holiness, Fenric iv, Pontiff of the Hidden 
Lords at Golluz.
His Excellency Tiribissi Lanharnes ii, Guildmaster 
of the Innkeepers, Hereditary Burgrave of Adndar, 
Chancellor of the Guilds Council of the Imperial Free 
City of Adndar.
Sir Darein Gorthes, Grand Marshal of the Holy Blood 
Legion of Swords, Consul-General of the Tempest 
March.
Trade: Aradéc, Araxes, Atuburrk, Duedhyn, 

Einandhu, Elphárec, Golmath, Hyrágec, 
ID, Ingazi, IOC, Kicitchat, Kommolek, 
ThaceD, ThaceE, Tiryowglas, Urdraháhn, 
Zadres (3)

DP: None.

O
n the snow-swept grounds of the Moonstar 
Gardens, champions from all over Sahûl 
met at the Occasional Autumnal High Feast 

and Tournament in October 1511. Although rep-
resentatives from the various Military Orders were 
invited, none actually attended. War hero General 
Lord Anabrin Darronley represented the Republic, 
while cavaliers, errants, and equerries from Taneki, 
Averon, Thace, Araxes, Hyrágec, Elphárec, Tiryow-
glas, and Ingazi competed, though few were of name. 
The most distinguished guest was undoubtably 
Count Palatine Brannis of Thace. Against the advice 
of his counselors, he entered the lists and placed a 
respectable fifth. Despite his relatively advanced age 
(fifty-one), Lord Anabrin proved himself the cham-
pion, in the final round besting Sir Porthnes the Red, 
a Hyrágecan hedge-knight half his age.

During the tournament festivities, the Guild of 
Beggars provided several, well-marketed dramatic 
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and humorous plays for the entertainment of the in-
ternational visitors11.

Prince Tiribissi Lanharnes welcomed the Chi’tixi 
refugees into Ebmadh and put them to work “clear-
ing out the Yagnarist filth”12. He oversaw great sac-
rifices to the Hidden Lords, which are credited with 
subsequent breakthrough in naval tactics. He also 
spent quite a lot of time putting his affairs in order, 
as he was approaching seventy and was not as hale 
as once he had been. This proved fortuitous as the 
Prince died in the deep, dark winter of 1511. The 
usual electioneering, complete with the odd riot, oc-
cupied the City once the snow had (mostly) cleared, 
but many remarked that it seemed half-hearted at 
best. Although Houses Tiribissi and Abramin field-
ed token candidates, the popularity of the war hero 
General Lord Anabrin Darronley was simply over-
whelming. The Collegium was seated throughout 
the spring and early summer of 151213. When they 
emerged from their seclusion, they announced the 
election of Anabrin Darronley as Prince, to the great 
surprise of absolutely no one.

The new Prince had his hands full. The political 
winds favoured the new Prince, as the Burgrave of 
Adndar pledged fealty with alacrity. Unfortunately, 
the physical winds were not so compliant. The winter 
of 1511 was bad enough, but in 1514 the icy winds 
swept up the Byrrin River valley in the early autumn; 
the cold was so terrible and so sudden that livestock 
reportedly froze solid in the fields overnight. Milk 
turned to ice as it came out of the cow. Perhaps worse, 
the river itself was soon choked with treacherous 
chunks of floating ice. The Republic was covered in 
drifting snow until the short summer of 1515, but less 
than four months after it had melted, it returned. 
11 “Un-Masqued” is a political satire of the Imperial Electoral 

System wherein the various characters are caricatures of the 
various Realms. The Masque as a caricature is portrayed; the ac-
tual personage (one of the known realm identities; Urdan Holy 
Mother, Emperor, Iluvarian Pontiff, King of Aradéc, etc.) reveals 
him or her self in the last act from behind a replica of the Crimson 
Masque Mask. The actual revealed personality varies with each 
showing so that the Gambling Guild soon began to take odds, 
adding to the grand fun. In addition, The Thace Players work-
shopped their “Masque Waltz” at an “Off Courtyard” theatre.

12 The Region is now (5536)m.
13 Eating and drinking well on public funds, it should be noted.

In the relatively pleasant summer of 1512, the full 
complement of the Blood Legion of Swords, 34,000 
strong, arrayed in the parade ground of their castle 
of Stormwatch in Bufalein, resplendent in their uni-
forms of black and red. They were joined by 8,500 
Ebmadh horsemen led by their Baron, 42,000 Mor-
wennan infantry led by their Baron, and 68,000 
Cappargarnian regulars, their armour shining in the 
bright sunlight and their regimental banners stream-
ing overhead. 

Grand Marshal Sir Darein Gorthes stood at their 
head of the entire force astride a great black warhorse 
to receive an ambassador from the King of Aradéc, 
General Lord Tithitak Montorn. He arrived on 
horseback, exactly on schedule, accompanied only by 
a cloaked and hooded aide. With the rattle of three 
hundred Cappargarnian snare drums shattering the 
crisp air, he handed Sir Gorthes the fabled Banner 
of Malygris, lost since the Raven War. The two old 
military Wenemet saluted each other crisply, and 
then the Aradécan party executed an about-face and 
left the parade ground without a word having been 
spoken.

A representative from Tokatl tried to visit the 
Pontiff at Golluz, though she insisted on referring to 
him as the “Pope of Snafu”. Sadly, he was very busy 
and not at home and probably sick, and she was told 
to try back later. 

The Adndar Canal saw some business, as 200 
Averese ships paid their toll and traveled north. A 
fleet of 270 Kommolek ships were not allowed to 
travel north through the Adndar Canal, since they 
had forgotten to pay the toll. A swift-moving Ingazi 
airfleet flew over the toll booth and dropped a sack 
of coins, destroying the booth and severely inconve-
niencing the toll booth operator and a lady friend.

Count Palatine Brannis of Thace returned in 1514 
on his way back from Sardarthion with his new wife 
in tow. Their son was born in Cappargarnia City, 
where they spent a few weeks before continuing their 
voyage home.

The Church of the Illimitable built priories in 
Dramûl and Jarvaël. The Blood Legion of Swords 
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raised the fortress of Orionne in Erediar, as well as the 
town of Prosperos in Bufalein.

Siege, airship, and sorcery quality improved and 
the Military Academy expanded. A Naval College 
was endowed at the University of Cappargarnia14.

Imperial Free City of Einandhu (4 m/ur)
Sir arCanlann Dirharn, Tiger King of Arms.
Trade: Araxes, Atuburrk, Duedhyn, Elphárec, 

Golmath, ID, IOC, Kicitchat, Kommolek, 
Tiryowglas, Urdraháhn

DP: It’s a living.

S
ir arCanlann kept the Heralds busy at their 
many appointed tasks. The Heralds were 
inundated with letters and requests from 

various corners of the Empire.

The Imperial Demense (14 m/ur)
His August & Imperial Majesty, Sardhan the Eternal, 
Baron of Madran and Kamadhi, Count of Agdora, 
Elector and Prince of Golmath, Sovereign of Sahûl, 
Lord of the Nine Hills of Sardarthion, Holder of the 
Emerald Throne, and Emperor of All the World.
His Grace, Pangku Tramandes ii, the Precise, Baron 
Pinyerrel, Grand Duke of All Araxes, Chancellor of 
the Empire
Trade: Aradéc, Araxes, Atuburrk, Cappargarnia, 

Duedhyn, Einandhu, Elphárec, Kicitchat, 
Golmath, Hyrágec, Ingazi, IOC, 
Kommolek, ThaceD, ThaceE, Tiryowglas, 
Urdraháhn, Zadres (3)

DP: None.
IIP: 28
For appointments, please see Gazette.

E
mperor Sardhan the Eternal fell grievously 
ill in the winter of 1511. He had recovered 
sufficiently by the summer of the next year 

to convene a Court of Imperial Honours. The 88-year-
old Emperor was carried into the Blue Chamber in a 
litter by members of the Emerald Guard. He looked 
14 Prince Tiribissi Lanharnes laid the cornerstone in 1511 before 

his death. It bears the strange inscription, “...and I saw three 
Baboons: a dying elder, a wild child with a bow and a noble bar-
barian king. They beckoned to Me from across the Sea. And they 
kill Me...” Prince Tiribissi Lanharnes.

gaunt, and his ruff was entirely white. He seemed to 
have a difficult time seeing, though it was soon clear 
that his wit was as sharp as ever, much to the chagrin 
of several of the Electoral Envoys.

At the Imperial Honours Court of 1512, the 
Emperor elevated Electoral Princess Yautlatoaya of 
Itaxik, her Hive and her Realm, to the dignity of 
Electoral Queen of Itaxik. He then elevated himself, 
his House and his Realm, to the dignity of Electoral 
Prince of Golmath. This exhausting work done, the 
Emperor retired to his bed with orders not to be dis-
turbed until the next afternoon.

The frail Emperor spent much of his time in his 
sickbed, leaving the day-to-day protocol to his Chan-
cellor, Grand Duke Tramandes. The Chancellor 
proved diligent and adept at managing the Imperial 
bureaucracy, and he supervised the simply enormous 
expenditure on public works authorized by the Em-
peror in the City. Streets were repaved with new 
cobbles, aqueducts repaired, public buildings refaced 
or rebuilt. The wits explained to visitors that in Sard-
arthion, “the shortest distance between two points is 
under construction”.

The Imperial Reform Steering Committee sud-
denly and surprisingly voted and passed a draft of a 
proposed “Constitutional Charter”. It was presented 
to the Emperor in 1512.

Master Marret Ket continued to entertain the 
masses with his plays. After a successful run of trag-
edies, he turned his pen to comedy, delighting the 
theatre-going crowds with such classics as A Chaste 
Maid in Riverside and The Cobbler’s Holiday.

 Construction of the Shrine of Iurdana was not re-
sumed, though there was plenty of work being done: 
repairing older walls and flooring, sprucing the place 
up, looking for ghosts, that sort of thing. Confirmed 
sightings of the shadow of Saint Willor tapered off 
and are now pretty rare.

The Goshtikka–Dhanos Alliance
In 1513, the city was buzzing with anticipation 

of the pending nuptials of Goshtikka-Snamarthis15 

15 The ancient form of this House is more properly rendered as 
“Goshtikka-Coddet”, but by tradition more than a century old, it 
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Brannis, Electoral Count Palatine of Thace, to the 
Lady Dhanos Tressa. The Count Palatine arrived 
with due pomp and ceremony, accompanied by his 
faithful Steppehound, his mother the Countess 
Gorthis, and even his sister the Lady Sardira, newly 
graduated from Urdraháhn’s University16.

How and when the Lady Tressa entered the city, 
no one now seems to recall. The youngest of Prince 
Merryn’s three children, Tressa was only 19, four 
years her fiancé’s junior. She is witty and personable, 
and the two hit it off immediately. 

The young scions of these two ancient Houses 
were married on the ides of Quadrillis 1513 at Iur-
dana, with Chancellor Tramandes standing as best 
man and the Curé herself performing the ancient 
rite. The Emperor had been invited, but illness pre-
vented his appearance. The happy couple honey-
mooned on a delightful boating expedition down 
the Byrrin, taking in the sights throughout the heart 
of the Empire.

The Duedhyn Crisis (1506-1515)

D
etermined that no war would come to 
Duedhyn, King Rhazahan of Aradéc for-
bade military force to be used in the dis-

pute. When the news was delivered to Prince Merryn, 
he could hardly contain his joy. The ban could only 
be to his benefit, since he had no army to speak of. 
Regardless, both factions raised troops, even as large 
piles of money crossed the relatively porous borders 
into both factions. 

In the case of Merryn, an extremely large sum 
was paid as dowry for his youngest daughter, Tressa, 
as well as substantial wedding gifts from the Holy 
Mother and the Count Palatine of Ingazi.

is referred to as Goshtikka-Snamarthis in common speech to bet-
ter distinguish it from the Goshtikka-Ourane Dukes of Thace.

16 Lady Sardira was accompanied by her friend, Lady Thierre of 
Araxes. The two of them had many adventures, far too many to 
recount here. The Sard and Fi mystery novels, extremely popular 
with young ladies, are perhaps loosely based on their time in the 
City. At the height of their popularity, one was being published 
every month.

1511: The Rise of the Raven

Not to be outdone in the “heir betrothal” depart-
ment, Prince Dallyn’s heir Lord Meriasek announced 
his impending nuptials to a young noblewoman he 
met at University.

In the chilly summer, a great festival was held in 
Pareis, where several grand events were combined 
into one. At the Priory of Gwithi, in conjunction 
with the marriage rite for his son, Prince Dallyn an-
nounced the creation of a new Ravenist Primacy, to 
be headquartered at Branryn Cathedral in Breselek. 
The Prince chose the particularly anti-Motherist and 
ravingly anti-Yagnarist Raven Abbot Artyrs as its 
first Primate17. Following on the heels of his wedding 
and the instillation of Prelate Artyrs, Lord Meriasek 
offered the first fruits of the harvest to Urda and to 
the Raven, followed by further sacrifice of timber 
and iron. He then began the ancient rite of summon-
ing, calling to the Court of Urda for a dragon.

The very public ritual began well enough, but as the 
sinuous form of the Dragon Skuld slowly took shape 
in the quivering air above the Priory of Gwithi, the 
energies of the spell began to crackle and flare around 
the crystal held in Lord Meriasek’s outstretched 
hands. He tightened his grip as the crystal began to 
vibrate, and then to jerk suddenly from right to left, 
upwards and downwards. At the very moment the 
Dragon was fully solid, the crystal exploded in vio-
let fire, sending small shards in all directions. Lord 
Meriasek was knocked backwards by the force of the 
detonation. The crowd gasped as one, each person 
holding their breath until Lord Meriasek was helped 
to his feet by his bride, Lady Pengelly. His face was 
covered in blood18, but he waved to his people. See-
ing the heir alive, a great cheer went up through the 
crowd, and soon the chant of “Meriasek, Meriasek” 
could be heard ringing to the skies. 

17 Artyrs is a proponent of the “Yagnarist Grand Conspiracy 
Theory” that posits that the Yagnarists are behind Duedhyn’s 
current troubles and that they are even now preparing a “final at-
tack” against Duedhyn.

18 He would proudly bear the pock-mark scars of this incident on 
his face to the end of his days.
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Interestingly, the Dragon Sanngrithr, bound to 
Prince Dallyn, was present for the rites. She and 
Skuld seem to get along without so much as a snarl.

The festival celebration continued for days 
throughout the city and the realm. In the castles of 
the Order of the Raven, increased recruiting was re-
ported almost universally.

All was not entirely well within the lands of Prince 
Dallyn, however. While in some prefectures, the rise 
of the “New Ravenism” was universally greeted with 
joy and fervour, it was by no means true everywhere. 
In most places, there were still those who clung to 
the old ways, and even among the devout Ravenists, 
there were those who doubted or even disapproved 
of the new Primacy. Some simply feared change, and 
some feared the retribution of the Church Univer-
sal and Triumphant, but there were also those who 
thought the establishment more an act of pride than 
of faith. Doubts multiplied amongst the lukewarm 
and undecided, even as those who supported the new 
Primacy became more ardent and vehement in their 
support.

Late in the year, the Emperor affirmed the general 
call for peace with a Juridical Decision Regarding 
Duedhyn, which indicated that “any realm engaging 
in hostilities in this conflict, including the partici-
pants, shall be found to have initiated an illegal war 
and will be punished accordingly.”

1512: Not So Much a Country as an Aspiration

With both sides sworn to peace, Prince Dallyn 
nevertheless continued to prepare his lands for an 
invasion. Food stocks were laid in at the Pareis gra-
naries, more troops were gathered, and a fortress 
mentality quickly set in.

From his new headquarters at Branryn Cathedral, 
Prelate Artyrs organized what was now being called 
the Raven Orthodox Church (ROC). His aggressive 
paranoia, combined with a high-handed leadership 
style, did little to endear him to those who were wa-
vering in their acceptance of the new primacy. He 
was, however, fully endorsed by the hard-core Rav-
enists and, more importantly, by Lord Meriasek.

At the Urdan Cathedral of Cannow in Morhogh, 
meanwhile, Reverend Mother Berthilde, a veteran 
of the Steppe War and now leader of the Noënian 
Order, began a new regime of prayer and thanksgiv-
ing. Stating that divine healing for Duedhyn must be 
accomplished, she opened “care and prayer” tents in 
the Cathedral grounds, that all might together pray 
for reconciliation with Urdraháhn, and that Due-
dyn’s differences be worked out peacefully. “I’ve had 
my fill of war. When are the Urdans gonna stop this 
crap and start figuring this ice nonsense out?” the old 
Reverend Mother was overheard muttering as she 
herded a group of widows through the portico.

Prince Merryn seemed quite eager to reunite his 
severed realm, but he kept the peace.

As the new Raven Church took control of Prince 
Dallyn’s priories and abbeys, and as the Church itself 
grew in its power, dissent became more open within 
some prefectures. In Kothonan, an ostensibly loyal 
Raven prefecture, the dissent reached clear to the top. 
In spring, Lord Kothonan, the Prior of Sekhran, and 
the Commandant of Fentenlas all met with Prince 
Merryn’s representative, the Baron of Sansoleth. Six 
days later, Lord Kothonan pledged his allegiance to 
Merryn. At least some of the Raven knights fled Ko-
thonan for Kyndyr at the news.

Prince Dallyn’s supporters were not entirely hud-
dled behind their walls; the newly-armed foresters of 
Finnedor (and their port town of Samia) renounced 
their support of Merryn in Dallyn’s favour.

A brief and unexpected face-off between the 
armies of Ravenist Duedhyn and Araxes in then-
neutral Alod ended with the retreat of the Raven 
forces in good order. 

Unfortunately for Merryn’s faction, they retreat-
ed to Kostonan, which immediately switched sides 
(again). Prince Merryn seized on this incident as a 
violation of the peace imposed by his Lord of Ara-
déc and the Emperor, and he demanded an explana-
tion and the return of “his” lands. The Heralds were 
called in (by both sides) to adjudicate, but given the 
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confusion of the situation19, they are hesitant to say 
that the peace was violated. 

The winter of 1512 was relatively mild. It would be 
the last decent winter in a long, long time.

1513: The Long Winter Begins

All through the spring and summer, the uneasy 
peace held. There were some minor incidents, always 
the result of minor officers exceeding their orders, 
or yahoos trying to settle scores with neighbours 
across a border. Amongst the armies, Duedhyni dis-
cipline held. A brief panic occurred when a dragon 
tore through the skies over Lake Sardath and into 
the Darriow estuary. Its speed was unearthly, but its 
immediate intentions were benign, as it headed for 
Araxean Tythyen where it was presumably expected.

The Baron of Pyndrendyr, an irascible old icono-
clast, swore allegiance to Prince Merryn for a sack of 
gold and a vague promise of future glory.

Winter set in early, with a terrible blizzard sweep-
ing the southeast in mid-September. Storm piled 
upon storm as the temperature dropped. Crop fail-
ures were endemic throughout the Principality. In 
the Agnid Mountains, it is said that the glaciers ad-
vanced by the day. Edhen, Garowdyr, and Truthek 
were particularly hard-hit, with rumours of travelers 
freezing solid in mid-stride. 

1514: The Flight of the Gryphons

The vacillating Lord Sarsynek rather predictably 
threw his support to Prince Merryn, reportedly 
for a small monetary remuneration. In Glastanen, 
the Baroness repudiated the new Raven Primacy 
(though not Ravenism per se) and tentatively pledged 
her fealty to Prince Merryn as well. The Raven for-
tress of Fowydh and Abbey of Boswynnan, however, 
remained fiercely loyal to the Order, Primacy, and 
Prince Dallyn20.

The short summer was followed by a bitter winter 
that saw increased famine in the mountains. It was 
not just the local Kindreds that were affected; local 
19 The region belonged to Dallyn when the army had passed through 

just a year previously, and the force retreated there in good faith.
20 In that order.

animals came down out of the mountains as the cold 
worsened. In October, locals noted a vast migration 
of Gryphons out of the regions of Edhen and Ga-
rowdyr. Gryphons were sighted in the deep forests 
of Teylek and Koes, and as far away as Tawesek and 
Gwydhen. For now, their ancient nesting grounds 
appear to have been totally abandoned. The displaced 
beasts have not so far congregated in any meaningful 
way, remaining as small flocks.21

1515: A Freshly Fallen Silent Shroud of Snow

The snow never left the ground throughout much 
of Duedhyn this year. Farmers were able to limp 
along by planting winter vegetables in the spring and 
summer, but the entire region has nearly exhausted 
its food supply. Hunting (and poaching) have been 
scarcely more profitable, as animals are getting harder 
and harder to find. Paradoxically, some of the larger 
creatures are doing well in the wild, including musk 
oxen, reindeer, and even bears.

The rather crusty Baron of Avalow, most recent 
in a long line of Avalow Barons constantly deprived 
of their lands, decided to gamble on Prince Merryn. 
The Baron makes his home in the daunting Skrifys 
castle, originally built by the Raven Order.

The Raven knights of Pryskenn castle in the south-
ern mountains simply rebelled from the Order and 
the Principality, taking the prefecture of Gwydhen 
with them. The elderly and loyal Lord Gwydhen fled 
northward over the mountains with his family and 
retainers. They presumably perished in the icy cold.

With the defection of Pryskenn, the hierarchical 
(if not purely doctrinal) lines are drawn; all of Prince 
Dallyn’s remaining prefectures, religious sites, and 
castles fully support the new Raven Primacy, many 
of them with steely-eyed fanaticism. Except of course 
in Kothonan. They don’t much care for it at all.

Civil War rules remain in effect.

21 In practical terms, for this Turn no Gryphon Units may be built 
in any of the Regions indicated.
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Principality of Duedhyn / Raven (9/1 s/ra)
His Highness, Prince Dallyn iii of Duedhyn, Baron 
Dhanos, Hereditary Marshal of the Order of the 
Sacred Raven.
His Holiness Artyrs the Zealot, Prelate of the Raven 
Orthodox Church
Trade (9): Cappargarnia, Elphárec, ID, IOC, 

Kommolek, Tiryowglas
Trade (1): Sakkar
DP: Finnedor, Kothonan

P
rince Dallyn ordered his men to collect 
the bones of the Dragon Randgrith, killed 
in Pareis in 1509. He apparently wanted 

to avoid the possibility of some random Yagnarists 
stopping by to re-animate it.

Principality of Duedhyn / Merryn (2 s/ur)
His Highness, Prince Merryn ii of Duedhyn, Lord 
Goslowes, Baron Dhanos, Defender of the Faith.
Trade: Araxes, Cappargarnia, Einandhu, Elphárec, 

ID, IOC, Kicitchat, Kommolek, ThaceE, 
Tiryowglas

DP: Pynbrendyr (A), Glastanen, Sarsynek, 
Kothonan (but see above), Avalow

P
rince Merryn was very busy indeed. In 
addition to intercine activity, the Prince 
concluded an important treaty22 with 

Kommolek, whereby the bodies of the Duedhyn 
dead from their ancient wars were returned for de-
cent burial. A vast new cemetery and war monument 
was constructed in Derrow, on a low hill overlooking 
the river. 

The second clause, a surprise to Duedhyn that the 
Kommolek ambassador called “a wedding gift”, abro-
gated the obligation of Duedhyn to send Gryphons 
to Kommolek, which is just as well, since they don’t 
have any at the moment. 

22 Officially unnamed, but referred to in the histories as “the Treaty 
of Derrow (1511)”.

Barony of Fell Kommolek (20 w&s/yg)
Baron Goesek Annavas ii of Kommolek, Lord Treskaw, 
Burgrave of Fair Belsûnd.
Trade: Araxes, Atuburrk, Cappargarnia, Chi’tixi, 

Duedhyn, Einandhu, Kicitchat, Hyrágec, 
ID, Ingazi, ThaceE, Zadres (3), Zarkhandu

DP: Dubarha (F)

I
n the spring of his fifty-third year, Baron 
Annavas looked out at the blizzard en-
gulfing his Realm and resolved to set a 

new course for Fell Kommolek. He put a publicly 
funded campaign for northward-bound pilgrims in 
place throughout the Barony. Given that by 1513 the 
weather in the mountains had rendered them unfit 
for Kindred or beast, no one should have been sur-
prised at what happened next. While the Yagnarist 
scholars of Fair Belsûnd argued over the meaning 
of the yellow comet that hovered over the steppe far 
to the east in the winter of 1513, in Nametor, Nam-
dynn and Kerrek whole villages packed up their be-
longings and moved north. Baronial way-stations 
helped channel the growing mass of refugees and 
their flocks into camps in Colledhu and Dubarha. 
The Baron quickly dispatched his sister, Lady Ebrel, 
southwards to help coordinate the situation before 
it developed into a crisis. Stories spread through the 
refugee camps of warm new lands, where a strong 
Yagnarist might test himself against nature and be-
come fantastically rich. Word spread to other parts 
of Fell Kommolek’s southlands, starving and miser-
able under twenty feet of snow or more. Once spring 
finally comes, it may be difficult to keep anyone on 
their farms or fields in Colledhu, Drogdur, Dubarha, 
or Kurfowlek.

As in Duedhyn, the Gryphon aeries in Namdynn 
and Menedynn emptied as the creatures sought out 
warmer climes. Flocks of Gryphons were reported 
throughout southern Kommolek as far afield as Pen-
glos and Dubarha. There were even rumours that 
wild gryphons were hunting peasants for food, but a 
government spokesman quickly denied the reports. 

One of the Baron’s younger sisters, Lady Ennor, a 
widow in her late forties (and Lady Ebrel’s twin), was 
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sent to Zarkhandu accompanied only by her eldest 
daughter Caja and two servants. Meanwhile, Lady 
Ebrel announced her engagement to the heroic and 
studly Lord Dolmathes of Atuburrk. Both are well 
into middle age, and they’ve never met, so the book-
ies in Fair Belsûnd are giving good odds that it’s a 
political arrangement of some sort.

In the summer of 1515, the Baron himself inspect-
ed the refugee camps in Dubhara. The drifting snow 
ensured that the refugees, already low on food sup-
plies and fuel, were miserable.

The Baroness of Drogdyr, long absent from her 
considerable army and fleet (garrisoning Baradhu lo, 
these many years) returned to assume command of 
her forces. The years had not been kind to her. Once 
you got past the smell and the rotting flesh peeling 
off parts of her body, not to mention the unhealthy 
red glow of her eyes, you had to deal with her hor-
rible, terrible, unearthly voice, which was generally 
used to say something not at all pleasant. All in all, it 
was such a shock to her poor husband that he more 
or less expired on the spot.

She sailed her fleet northward and got as far as the 
Adndar Canal. Unfortunately, she and her 270 ships 
were turned away for failure to pay the toll.

County of Tiryowglas (28 s&w/il)
His Excellency, Count Lefans iv, Baron Kwilkyn, 
Count of Tiryowglas, Defender of the Faith.
Trade: Aradéc, Cappargarnia, Duedhyn, 

Einandhu, Elphárec, Golmath, Hyrágec, 
Ingazi, ID, IOC, Murali, Urdraháhn

DP: None.

C
ount Lefans concluded another agreement 
with the Church, this time transferring the 
priories of Amity and Lanji (in Sennow and 

Shingeit respectively) to the Church in exchange for 
the Cathedral of Idril in Mengleth. He also made 
the time to meet with the Sakkari ambassador, Lady 
Lygus. They got on famously, nearly finishing a cask 
of Bodraháhn bock between them.

Tiryowglas built the port town of Emwysk in 
Bylis, and the town of Nija in Hebelor. The Count’s 
engineers were busy expanding the road network, 

with new highways from Bronnow to Garwel and to 
Herrel, from Mengleth to Umaseth, from Nandhu 
to Nin, and from Bûkleth to Shingeit.

Winter consumed Tiryowglas. It was, perhaps, 
not so bad as in Realms further south, but particu-
larly in 1511 and since 1514 the summers have been 
fleeting and snow remained on the ground nearly 
year-round. 

The Sorcery Academy expanded as the last of the 
“baby boomers” came of age. The navy continued 
joint patrols with Ingazi and Murali on the Upper 
Antean. They noted that Ingazi’s dragon left in rath-
er a hurry.

Iluvarian Orthodox Church (22 il)
His All Holiness, Pope Pious ix, Pontiff of Sistrameides, 
Archemandrite of Il�hir.
Trade: Aradéc, Cappargarnia, Duedhyn, 

Einandhu, Elphárec, Hyrágec, ID, Ingazi, 
Murali, Tiryowglas, Urdraháhn

DP: None.

A 
gentle snow fell upon the domes of the great 
Cathedral of Ilúhir throughout the sum-
mer of 1511, as Pope Pious viii tried once 

again to solve the crisis in the west. A Third Epistle of 
Reconciliation and Unity was sent to the various fac-
tions, but very little reconciliation or unity resulted, 
except at the point of an Averese sword. The Pope 
was crushed by these developments, and his health 
rapidly declined. 

A fast-moving dragon rocketed down the Ogobir 
River Valley in late 1512, heading for Lake Sardath.

The ailing Pope Pious viii, virtually bedridden for 
nearly a year, finally died in 1514, just after his eighty-
second birthday. The canons raised Brother Galileo 
of Elbémben to the pontifical seat, where he took the 
name Pious ix in honour of his predecessor.

Lady Lygus of Sakkar, commanding 10,000 
Tiryowgli light horse, arrived in Sistrameides in 1515, 
intending to attend the Church’s famous school of 
diplomacy. After a friendly audience with the Pon-
tiff, she was fêted all around the town. The rich food 
may have been a little much for her: she caught a 
stomach ailment of some sort and died. However, 
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her assistant Lady Lynnel will attend in her place. 
Frankly, most folks think she would be better off at a 
military academy…

Saint Sanguine iii Priory was raised to an Abbey. 
Airship quality improved, and the university was ex-
panded. An agreement with Tiryowglas exchanged 
a decrepit old Cathedral for a pair of relatively more 
modern Priories.

Most Sanguine Duchy of Elphárec (38 w/il)
His Grace, Eparreb Tashnes iv, the Flamboyant, Count 
of Angûron and Siddhan, Duke of Elphárec.

Trade: Cappargarnia, Duedhyn, Einandhu, 
Hyrágec, Ingazi, ID, IOC, Tiryowglas

DP: None.

W
ith a Deva and a highly intelligent Duchess 
keeping a close eye on him, Duke Tashnes 
managed to remain sober, if not particularly 

effective in his duties. The treasury filled up with gold, 
even as the fields and farms filled up with snow.

Somehow, Baron Ilkurr Valdiss, Toymaker of 
Mungg, managed to find a small amount of funding 
for his Great Clock. This megalithic project, when 
complete, will be the most complicated and impres-
sive machine ever built. Though his neighbours are 
starting to worry about the old man’s sanity, he is 
reportedly close to convincing the Duke and, more 
importantly, the Duchess, to move ahead with full 
funding.

In 1512, in a lull between winter storms, the Duch-
ess gave birth to a boy, named Tashnes. The entire 
Duchy rang out with shouts and songs of joy. Well, 
except for the Duke’s younger brother Gorran. With 
the birth of little Lord Tashnes, Count Gorran is no 
longer his brother’s heir.

Kingdom of Hyrágec (26 w/ur)
His Valiant Majesty Irrjir Rahnes vi, the Taciturn, 
King of Hyrágec, Beloved of Urda.
Trade: Aradéc, Atuburrk, Cappargarnia, Chi’tixi, 

Elphárec, Golmath, Ingazi, ID, IOC, 
Kicitchat, ThaceD, ThaceE, Urdraháhn, 
Zadres (3)

DP: None.

K
ing Rahnes the Taciturn invested in the 
future of his realm, improving cavalry and 
naval quality. The King entertained a high-

level envoy from Ingazi. Although the winters were 
harsher than usual, the warm winds from the north 
kept Hyrágec from experiencing the privations of 
more southern Realms.

The Gawan Peninsula
The Feudal Northeast

County Palatine of Ingazi (29 w/ur)
His Most Urdan Excellency, Gwariva Trememeres iii, 
Overlord of Gawan, Captain of the East Riding, 
Count Palatine of Ingazi.
Trade: Aradéc, Araxes, Cappargarnia, Chi’tixi, 

Draconic Federation (1), Golmath, Hyrágec, 
ID, IOC, Kicitchat, Kommolek, Murali, 
ThaceE, Tiryowglas, Urdraháhn, Zadres (3), 
(z)Arkhandu

DP: Ridira (F)

I
ngazi continued to patrol the Antean River 
in conjunction with Tiryowglas and Mu-
rali. Air forces were dispatched to Araxes, 

being very careful that no one flew over Duedhyn’s 
territory.

The winter of 1511 was fairly rough, particularly 
in Ingazi’s inland territories; 1515 wasn’t a picnic ei-
ther. Still, other than in the mountains, the winters 
weren’t nearly so bad as those Realms further south.

Ingazi laid down more new galleons. Airship qual-
ity improved, and the University was enlarged.

Church Universal & Triumphant (44.6 ur)
Her All-Holiness Camleda v, the Transfigured Beetle, 
First Matriarch of Urda, Protector of Sahûl.
Trade: Araxes, Aradéc, Atuburrk, Averon, 

Cappargarnia, Chi’tixi, Draconic 
Federation (2), Einandhu, Golmath, 
Hyrágec, ID, Ingazi, IOC, Itaxik, 
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Kicitchat, Murali, Sakkar, ThaceD, ThaceE, 
Tiryowglas, Zadres (3), Zarkhandu

DP: Shuden, Kiaf, Nuáda (see below)

F
irst Matriarch Camleda, now in her six-
ties, continued supervising the education 
of the Ladies Thierre of Araxes and Sardira 

of Electoral Thace. Although they remained a hand-
ful, careful discipline knocked off most of their 
rough edges. The three also had a lot of fun in the 
“riding through the countryside all afternoon” sort 
of way. Too quickly the girls graduated. Lady Sardira 
received an invitation to her brother’s wedding in 
Sardarthion and resolved to haste away. Lady Thi-
erre, still groggy from her final disputation the day 
before, stole away after her friend before dawn, sur-
prising her on the dock as she was boarding her ship. 
She announced that she was going to Sardarthion, 
too—a new adventure!

Reverend Mother Ixti’ati and Abbess Tzeitel met 
with the Barons of the Draconic Federation, to con-
vince them to renew the Draconic March. The Bar-
ons of Shuden, Kiaf, and even Nuáda paid tribute to 
the young King of Zarkhandu as part of a new Dra-
conic March, with its capital at Shannet in Darathal. 
The gruff old Baron of Darathal, who appears to 
have suddenly come into a pile of money, initially in-
dicated that he might join the new March, but then 
at the last possible moment declined. No word on 
where the capital will be located, now.

One afternoon in 1515, the Sybil burst into the 
First Matriarch’s audience chamber unannounced 
except by her own screams. Blood streamed from 
the Sybil’s eyes and ears, and she screamed “Abomi-
nation! Abomination!” before collapsing onto the 
stone floor, dead. Tea was cancelled.

The great University was further expanded. 
In the western steppe, construction continued: the 

abbey of Saint Ilona of Blessed Memory in Zimjun 
was consecrated as a cathedral, and the Priory of the 
Martyrs of Saint Noëna in Nemelyssa was expanded 
to an abbey.

Electoral Principality of Golmath (57 w/ta)
His Majesty, Walarri Parndarra the Stern, Prince-
Regent of Golmath.
His Great Holiness, Mordican ii, Hierarch of the 
Fellowship of Connate Tarotists and Pontiff of the 
Hidden Lords at Serri. 
His Excellency, the Volpel Kaidarian the Reserved, 
Baron Volpel and Count of Runazar.
Margrave Volpel Tregarion of Ebalon.
Trade: Araxes, Aradéc, Atuburrk, Cappargarnia, 

Einandhu, Hyrágec, Ingazi, ID, Murali, 
ThaceE, Tiryowglas, Urdraháhn, Zadres (3), 
Zarkhandu

DP: Failed!

P
arndarra the Stern ordered the construction 
of seven priories23 and mandated vast sacri-
fices of treasure to the Lords of the Tarot. 

Whether it was some whim of the gods or just Parn-
darra’s sparkling personality, mass desertions were re-
ported throughout Golmath’s armed forces.

Titanic public works investments were undertak-
en throughout Golmath’s vast territories. It proved 
no help against the onslaught of Winter, particularly 
in Runazar. Kilts became longer and longer in pro-
portion to the amount of snow on the ground. There 
were even reports of herders ripping hunks of frozen 
meat from their cattle. Apparently the exposed flesh 
freezes solid in moments, staunching the wound, 
and the cow never notices.

The Volpel Zhogian died in 1514 at the age of 66 
in the arms of his third wife. His eldest surviving 
son, the ruggedly handsome Volpel Kaidarian “the 
Reserved” became Count of Runazar. Given the 
fact that he is married to the delightful and beau-
tiful Walarri Wadyima24, he immediately renewed 
his Clan’s fealty to House Walarri in the person of 
Prince-Regent Parndarra. Effusive congratulations 
were sent from the new Count’s older cousin, Mar-
grave Tregarion of Ebalon.

23 In Dalawathi, Marniyi, and Thirri in Golmath proper; in 
Mohontis and Zahn in Runazar; and in Iärdan and Toshen in 
the Ebalon March.

24 They so far have five children: four strapping boys and one bonnie 
lass. Rumour has it the Countess is again with child.
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In the winter of 1515, a great lightning storm de-
scended upon the city of Golmath, and great bolts of 
blue and yellow lightning exploded about the towers 
of the city for nearly two days.

An attempt to colonize Tawajta in the Underlands 
failed for lack of resources.

Wooster’s Underlands Army continued to pum-
mel the Yaminon, conquering the Mines of Thani-
ma. A brief siege at Iani ended with the surrender of 
the town in 1515.

Mount Gartnír erupted twice.

All-Eastern Rugby Federation

I
n 1511, Rugby officials from the eastern 
three national leagues25 and any number 
of clubs converged on the Imperial Free 

City of Sarsis. After a series of initial meetings dis-
solved into fisticuffs, officials began holding meet-
ings in places other than pubs. An organizational 
breakthrough was not long in coming. The Golmath 
National League was split into a northern and a 
southern league at the mountains. 

The four leagues became the founding members 
of the “All-Eastern Rugby Federation” (ARF). Provi-
sions were made for the entry of new national leagues 
in the Federation, though at the moment only the 
Aradéc Rugger Conference appeared at all inter-
ested. The fledgling Sardarthion League has proved 
incapable of fielding a competent team yet.

The Federation commissioned a brand new trophy 
for the first ever championships in 1515. Officially 
called the “Federation Cup”, it very quickly became 
known as the “dog bowl” among players and fans.

The quarter-finals saw Ingazi’s Mindo Maulers 
demolish the Kumara Firestorm 14-4, and the Pagu-
math Pirates edge out Callam Kilted Maniacs 6-4 in 
the last moments of the game.

The championship final in Golmath’s Walarri 
Stadium sold out within moments. Fans from all 
over eastern Sahûl descended on the city with the 
apparent goal of drinking it dry. The game itself 
was preceded by the first-ever playing of the Ingazi 
National Anthem in Golmath. An attempt by some 
25 Golmath, Runazar (with Ebalon), and Ingazi.

of the rowdier Tarotist fans to turn it into a drink-
ing song were frustrated by the fact that it’s almost 
unsingable to begin with.

The game itself was somewhat anti-climactic. 
Pagumath took an early lead and never gave it up. 
The Maulers fought back, particularly in the last pe-
riod, but came up short. 

The final score was Pirates 10, Maulers 8.

Electoral Kingdom of Aradéc (42 w/il)
His Royal Majesty, Sansollen Rhazahan iv, Baron of 
Wanumarra, Overlord of Duedhyn, Imperial Governor 
of Aradior, Electoral King of Aradéc.
Trade: Araxes, Atuburrk, Cappargarnia, Golmath, 

Hyrágec, ID, IOC, Ingazi, Kicitchat, 
Murali, ThaceE, Tiryowglas, Urdraháhn, 
Yarni-Za, Zadres (3)

DP: Abijar (F), Milawalpayi (F)

K
ing Rhazahan continued to spend an inordi-
nate amount of time pursuing peace within 
his vassal of Duedhyn and with Duedhyn’s 

neighbours. Though only in his forties, the effort and 
stress have made him prematurely grey, leading some 
to nickname him “silver-ruff”.

Fifty galleons commanded by Admiral Henri 
and led by the famous navigator, Captain Dethinok, 
sailed off into the sunrise. No word has yet returned 
of their fate.

Young Prince Deric finished his studies at the 
Military Academy. In 1513 he was married to the 
sister of the Laird of Milawalpayi. Prince Deric and 
Princess Glóamora announced the birth of their first 
child, a boy named Paharnes, in 1515.

Prince Endrahan, meanwhile, has proved a model 
student in virtually all his classes, and he hopes to 
begin pursuing a law degree starting in 1518.

In Darnuldeis, engineers constructed another se-
ries of expansions to the foundations of city walls, 
allowing them to build the walls themselves both 
thicker and higher.
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County of Murali (13 w/ta)
His Excellency, Kilyara Drathnes i, Baron of Karrka, 
Count of Murali, Lord Admiral of the Red.
Trade: Aradéc, Golmath, Ingazi, IOC, Tiryowglas, 

Urdraháhn
DP: Failed.

M
urali’s military scrambled to defend the 
realm from invasion. Despite their best 
preparations, no invasion occurred. Many 

in the military were somewhat disappointed, though 
not the Count, who was quite relieved. The navy 
continued joint patrols with Ingazi and Tiryowglas 
on the Antean. They noted that Ingazi’s dragon left 
in rather a hurry.

Following the customary sacrifices to the Lords of 
Fate, Lord Zanthes lit up like a torch in what wit-
nesses called “spontaneous Wenemet combustion”. 
He burned and burned. When the flames finally 
went out several hours later, there wasn’t enough left 
to bury. Some folks scraped up the black scorches 
from the flagstones and sealed the scrapings into a 
large jar. They are now worshipping it as “Saint Zan-
thes the Combustible”.

The winters (especially 1511 and 1515) were colder 
and longer than in years passed. While there is noth-
ing approaching starvation in Murali, the economy 
declined as the snow deepened.

Construction work on the Grand Library 
wrapped up in 1515. The building is truly immense. 
It is the single largest building in all of Sahûl, a true 
wonder of the age. There are those who quibble, who 
point out that the Urdan shrine at Iurdana will be 
larger when complete, but in Murali they point out 
that their building is complete. And larger. And it 
was built by a tiny (but rambunctious) realm and not 
some monolithic religious bureaucracy. So there.

Sorcery quality improved, and the Karrkan Sor-
cery Academy expanded.

Iathedek: the Protectorate of Friebæld

P
eace prevailed. A tough brown grass is 
growing in parts of the Wyrmwaste, and 
some smaller plants have been noted in Sca-

gadon. Bird song has been reported in the long-silent 
forests of Pendiron.

Veiled Masters of Yarni-Za (9 yg)
His Unholy Magnificence, the Lich Ystar, Thirteenth 
Patriarch of the Priests of Ozahn, Dread Hand of 
Yagnar, Voice of the Hidden Masters of Yarni-Za, 
Master of the Fell. 
Trade: Aradéc, Zarkhandu
DP: No.

Y
star the Lich moved his pieces around the 
chessboard with deliberation and subtlety. 
The Renaissance came to the dark desert. 

Sorcery and siege quality improved. Yarni-Za also 
invested vast sums wisely; siege quality improved 
(again), as did naval quality, government efficiency, 
and the size of the university. 

Vast sums were laid up in the treasury in antici-
pation of hard winters to come. The winters of 1511 
and 1515 were brutal; the others were only gruesome. 
While there was little actual snow in the steppe, it 
didn’t make the extreme cold any more bearable.

The Yagnarist sages gazed with wonder upon the 
yellow comet that hovered over the steppe to the west 
in the relatively mild winter of 1513. 

Electoral Kingdom of Zarkhandu (44 s/df)
His Dread Majesty, Tirach Bæn the Child, Lord 
Sakkath, Count of V�hlath & Mlideen, Duke of 
Hyáglion, Overlord of the Putini & Yani, Electoral 
King of Zarkhandu. 
His Majesty, Tirach Zhur the Magnificent, Prince 
Imperial, Speaker of the Zarkhandu Regency. 
Trade: Draconic Federation (2), Golmath, Ingazi, 

Kommolek, Urdraháhn, Yarni-Za
DP: Ambrady (F)

Z
arkhandu was transformed by the com-
bination of the emerging renaissance and 
the steady leadership of Tirach Zhur. Four 

priories were built to Yagnar’s glory, and the town of 
Zhangan in Zahn expanded into a city. A new Law 
College at the expanding University of Zonu-Yahn 
was dedicated in 1511. 
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Lady Ennor of Fell Kommolek, a widow in her 
late forties, arrived at the King’s court accompanied 
only by her eldest daughter Caja and two servants. 

Ex-Margrave Zharat tasted Zarkhandine justice. 
His screams provided the virtuoso performance in 
a “one night only” new opera The Death of Zharat 
by Javas-Louay Dafed. The mæstro slowly flensed 
the traitor’s the skin from his body and removed his 
muscles and organs in perfect time to the accompa-
nying orchestra.  Afterwards, the score was bound 
in Quarto with the traitor’s hide, with his sawn and 
halved crest as the bindings in which it is stored.  His 
rib cage was fashioned into a stand on which to dis-
play the handsome volume, and his bones were sliced 
and given away as Rending Day gifts to the children 
of the Durmstrang school as collectible bookmarks.

The Human colony in Vúhlath continued to 
thrive, despite the weather.

The winter of 1511 was particularly harsh, and it 
seemed never-ending. The snows did not melt until 
almost midsummer of the following year. The next 
year was pleasant, though many noted with wonder 
a yellow comet that hovered over the steppe in the 
relatively mild winter of 1513. After this brief respite, 
the snows came early in 1514, and they’ve been on 
the ground since. In some places, particularly in the 
mountain valleys, the depth of the snow is measured 
in fathoms. The government addressed the needs of 
its subjects as best it could, investing in new public 
works throughout the Kingdom. Funds were made 
available to aid the worst-hit prefectures. In the 
mountainous home of the Zîman people, famine 
stalked the land as the glaciers expanded, year by 
year, into great sheets of ice. Regardless of any per-
sonal animosity that Tirach Zhur, or indeed the gov-
ernment itself, might have for the Zîman, supplies 
were distributed and refugees given shelter and food. 
Volcanic ash mixed with the snow in Zîman-Hen, as 
Mount Moirai constantly erupted.

With the advent of what the Zarkhandu are call-
ing “the long Winter”, Tirach Zhur rededicated the 
rising religious devotion and zeal in Zarkhandu to 
the long-held theology of “the forge of the ice”. With 
the publication of Tirach Zhur’s book, The Dread 

Forge in 1515, the movement towards a new Yagnarist 
sect was complete. Totally orthodox, but focused on 
the specifically Zarkhandine ethics, principles, and 
ideals gained from centuries of struggle against the 
ice, the new sect takes its name from Tirach Zhur’s 
book, and indeed, takes its direction from Tirach 
Zhur’s leadership, with the spiritual guidance (in 
part) of the Wizard’s Guild at Garghas. The Dread 
Forge sect uses as its symbol the smith’s hammer. Its 
credo comes from the outline of the thin book that is 
its holy writ:

1. Hammerfall: Yagnar tests mortals through 
offering situations deemed ‘impossible’. We gain His 
favour by surviving and overcoming those tests.

2. The Forge: Striving for personal excellence 
through ‘folding’ our experiences together to create 
a stronger steel.

3. The Slumbering Smith: Yagnar has a destiny in 
mind for each of us, and we must meet that destiny 
with creativity and strength. He slumbers until the 
time of His awakening.

4. Zisu: The Spirit of the Steel, strength of will, 
determination, perseverance, and acting rationally 
in the face of adversity.

5. The Tang: Both the foundation of the blade and 
the taste of the blood of your foes.

6. The Coals: This mortal world, or the fuel by which 
we exist and are able to worship

7. The Art: The long-standing tradition and culture 
of the craft that must be recognized and respected.

All Yagnarist prefectures within Zarkhandu have 
embraced this sect, except Aziret, Bohen, Gantheth, 
Irusa, Marn,  Nuáda, Zodan, and Zodrek.

Without warning, the great flying fortress Cleans-
ing Storm suddenly moved at terrific speed from its 
accustomed place above Vúhlath, ending in Timauth 
in 1515.



74 Turn 13—1515 SA

Act I, scene ii

The Child: Father? Mother says that the first gifts 
of the Ice are upon us. There was a family found by 
the priests whom the Ice had taken. 

The Father: Yes, son. The Ice is again gifting us with 
the Struggle. Have you completed your lessons? 

The Child: Yes, father. I can now create a Shield 
of Uninvited Reunion that will turn the Blade of 
Inspired Greeting. … Father?

The Father: Yes?

The Child: Who waits in the salon of Dancing 
Mountains? 

The Father: Intrepid Lords who style themselves 
the Masters. Their Leader is called Provost and you 
must show him the courtesy of a Baron for he has 
several cities and many lands under his knife. The 
courtesy of a Lord would be to show disrespect. 
Though they have as yet no formal title in the 
Imperial Faufreluche and may be accorded none at 
all except by what they gain from us. 

The Child: I shall do so Father. Are they of the 
Faith?

The Father: No they are not. They have no faith 
at all unless faith is confidence in the steel of both 
nerve and blade. They have no God but are closer to 
Truth than the card sharps of the coast. Not even the 
old way of worshipping the Sun as Satampras’ friend 
Tirouvs’ people once did. 

The Child: We shall then have peace with these 
Masters and their Provost? They are not food chattel? 

The Father: Correct. These very intrepid Masters 
have lived under our realm for as long as we have 
been masters over the surface of it. Long days back 
to the rise of Clan Sakkath have they been patient 
under the rocks and rivers.

The blaring of horns is heard throughout the tapestried 
halls of the Fortress. The blaring of the rams horns 

a jarring counterpoint to the call for prayers echoing 
through the city.

The Child: The Horns! Do they summon you 
father? 

The Father: No, they summon the Heralds and 
witnesses of the realm. As I have shown you we move 
in our own time and at our own pace. To rush is folly 
and the game of the insane. Like your Grandfather of 
Blessed Memory. However, I will now go and prepare. 
For these Masters and their Provost have arrived 
this day in full regalia and all due glory to publicly 
and solemnly declare their loyalty as Vassals of the 
Zarkhandu. I shall, in your name, pledge the loyalty 
and protection of Zarkhandu as just recompense for 
the loyalty of the Yani. 

The Child: May I add their Banner to the Hall of 
Worthies?

The Father: You may do so if you can find Satampra 
and with her assistance do so on faith alone. You shall 
go to the altar and sacrifice this weeks pin money to 
Yagnar as contrition for rushing and to provide for 
the hanging of the Banner of Yani in the Hall of 
Worthies. 

Exit The Child stage left pursued by the gliding 
shadow that is his younger sister.

Scene: The Hall of Lamentations, Herald enters and 
addresses the assembled Nobles of the Land and of the 
Church.

Herald: Let it be known far and wide to every 
Knight, Peer, and Elector that on this day the 
Electoral Kingdom of Zarkhandu and the Union 
Guilds of the Towns of Yangina; under the joint but 
Sovereign leadership of Tirach Bæn the Child spoken 
for by Tirach Zhur of the Regency Council. Also the 
voice of the Yani, Provost and Master Mani Prupari 
do declare eternal Friendship in an agreement of 
Vassalage, whereby Zarkhandu and Yani pledge 
peace and cooperation in all things.

(From King Bæn, Part I, by Arkath Veen)
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The Underlands
Down Under

Union of Yani 

T
he Right Honourable Provost of Yani and 
Master of the Union Guilds of the Towns 
of Yangina, Mani Prupari iv, sent his most 

trusted envoy to the Honourable Hereditary Mayor 
of Putini, Mani Makara with a plea for unity. Only 
in unity was there strength, said he. Only in strength 
would the Yaminon Kindred survive.

Negotiations were fierce (and expensive), but in the 
end, Makara saw the wisdom of a common defense 
against the Overlanders. On the fifth of September, 
1514, the Putini and Yani Alliance was proclaimed.

The Putini & Yani Alliance (13 y/-)
The Right Honourable Provost of Yani and Master of 
the Union Guilds of the Federated Towns of Yangina 
and Putini, Mani Prupari.
Trade: None.
DP: (see above)

T
he Yani allied with the Putini. While the 
Union Guilds elected Prupari of Yani as 
the leader of the new alliance, the mat-

ter of where to locate the capitol was deferred until 
their 1516 convention. Mani Prupari pledged fealty 
to King Tirach Bæn of Zarkhandu, thus bringing 
the Underlands firmly into the Empire. Now if they 
could just get somebody to trade with them: trade 
representatives to Murali were rebuffed.

Despite a plethora of investments, nothing really 
improved. 

The New World
The Great Green North

New Atuburrk

T
he Atuburrk air exploration expedi-
tion continued on to the ruined city they 
named “Wrexym”. The architecture was 

unlike anything they had ever seen, with soaring 

ruined towers and graceful, intricately carved arches 
and buttresses. They were attacked, raided really, by 
the hostile natives, riding their bird-like mounts. The 
Atuburrkans soon learned to flee to their airships 
whenever they heard the haunting baboon songs.

Viceroyalty of New Ingazi (1 w/ur)
Gorres, Lord Trouserdale, Admiral of the Ocean 
Sea, Lord Lieutenant of Saint Ilana, and Viceroy 
of New Ingazi.
Trade: None.
DP: None.

L
ord Keebel took command of New Ingazi’s 
armies, conquering Razhirri and Laharri 
with only minimal casualties. The natives 

all worship a particularly anarchist version of Ur-
danism, dedicated to the Sacred Dolphin. They are 
proving somewhat difficult to convert to orthodox 
Urdanism, though missionaries did manage it in 
Memitoa.

Perched on the Dragon Gunwere, Lord Trouser-
dale gathered together New Ingazi’s mighty navy 
and Reverend Mother Dora and sailed north across 
the Ninghan Sea.

With fifty galleons, thirty caravels, and another 
twenty smaller warships, the New Ingazi armada 
sailed into the port of the only city they had thus 
far discovered in the new world, to see what it might 
hold. They were met by a fleet of 250 native outrigger 
warships. The New Ingazi, having learned the native 
language through decades of conquest, sent a Herald 
to the native flagship in a small coracle. The Herald 
returned with two native ambassadors.

They represented the King of “Aheehetoa”, whose 
capital city of Rangi was the very place to which the 
New Ingazi armada proposed to sail. The situation 
was quite tense, until the ambassador let slip that 
they considered the “Dolphin people” heretics as 
well. Suddenly, everyone was smiles. 

The native fleet escorted the armada into port 
under a flag of truce, and the Viceroy met with the 
native king to see if they couldn’t negotiate a trad-
ing agreement. Weeks of celebration followed, as 
the Wenemet were treated to feast after feast by the 
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baboons, who insisted that their Kindred was called 
“Humans”. Unlike the baboons of Sahûl (or even 
most of the Dolphin people), the Humans of “Ahee-
hetoa” decorate their faces with intricate spiral tat-
toos that seem to indicate rank and lineage.

The Human technology seems to have progressed 
no further than iron, with good steel being com-
pletely unknown. The king was festooned with gold 
jewelry, and their arts and music are quite intricate 
and beautiful.

The Sahûl Chronicle copyright ©2009 Thom Ryng. All rights reserved. Cruenti Dei, Sahûl, and all related properties are trademarks of Sardarthion 
Press. Illustration of Emperor Sardhan by Cort Winters.
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Provincial Governors of the Empire

Province Governor Province Governor
Agador bureaucrat Kembul bureaucrat

Anabreis bureaucrat Kiermon vacant

Aradaun bureaucrat Kinsidan vacant

Aradior Aradéc Kordier vacant

Ardebon vacant Kumarand bureaucrat

Artier bureaucrat Lambris bureaucrat

Balashan bureaucrat Larloc vacant

Belegaridor bureaucrat Mondahan bureaucrat

Biralis vacant Muralis bureaucrat

Chos bureaucrat Narchoal bureaucrat

Dorthacia vacant Nauatidran bureaucrat

Dranchoal vacant Orinos bureaucrat

Dranmul bureaucrat Sachon bureaucrat

Drazhan vacant Sardior vacant

Endior bureaucrat Sistramidor bureaucrat

Iantier bureaucrat Tepalis bureaucrat

Iasedior bureaucrat ThaciaMaior bureaucrat

Kaidu bureaucrat ThaciaMinor bureaucrat

Kanapad bureaucrat Thebia bureaucrat

Kanmul bureaucrat Tramelis bureaucrat

Kaparis vacant Withidan Itaxik

Kassaria bureaucrat Yann bureaucrat

Kastier bureaucrat

Imperial Gazette

Appointments

To Governor of Agador, Ardebon, Dorthacia, Kanapad, 
Kinsidan, Kordier, Thebia, Yann: by examination.

Open Offices

Due to death, retirement, or incapacitation of the 
previous office-holders, the following are now vacant:

Lord Admiral of the Blue, Governors as indicated.

Published by the Ancient and Undaunted Order of Heralds by Appointment to His Imperial Majesty

Ennoblement

The Electoral Princess Yautlatoaya of Itaxik, her Hive 
and her Realm, are elevated to the dignity of Electoral 
Queen of Itaxik.

The Electoral Grand Duke Sardhan of Golmath, his 
House and his Realm, are elevated to the dignity of 
Electoral Prince of Golmath.

Emperor Sardhan
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Juridical Decision Regarding Duedhyn (1511)

The Duedhyn political upheaval is an inter-
nal matter where both parties have the same liege and said 
liege has instructed both side of the conflict to not engage 
in hostilities. Therefore, any realm engaging in hostilities 
in this conflict, including the participants, shall be found 
to have initiated an illegal war and will be punished ac-
cordingly.

Sardhan, Servant of the Empire

Treaty of Punchega (1511)

His Gracious Majesty, Adhanggar Sydath II, Count of 
Odol, Elector & Grand Duke of Atuburrk, and His Most 
Urdan Excellency, Gwariva Trememeres III, Overlord of 
Gawan, Captain of the East Riding, Count Palatine of 
Ingazi, do hereby declare:

Be it manifest and known to all who shall see 
this public instrument, that at the city of Punchega, on 
the seventh day of the month of Quadrillis, in the year 
1511 of the Second Age, the following agreement was rati-
fied by the representatives of those below subscribed:

1. Whereas a certain controversy exists between the 
said lords as to what lands, of all those discovered in the 
ocean sea up to the present day, pertain to each one of the 
said parts respectively; therefore, for the sake of peace and 
concord, we have covenanted and agreed that a bound-
ary or straight line be determined and drawn north and 
south, from pole to pole, on the said ocean sea, from the 
Arctic to the Antarctic pole. This boundary or line shall 
be drawn straight, as aforesaid, at the line of longitude ex-
actly halfway between the eastern border of Mæstag and 
the western border of New Dara, as close to said longitude 
line as possible, subject to geographic and political bor-
ders that may already exist.

2. All lands, both islands and mainlands, found and 
discovered already, or to be found and discovered hereaf-
ter, by the said Count Palatine of Ingazi and by his vessels 
on the eastern side of the said line and bound determined 
as above, toward the east, in either north or south lati-

tude, on the eastern side of the said bound provided the 
said bound is not crossed, shall belong to, and remain in 
the possession of, and pertain forever to, the said Count 
Palatine of Ingazi and his successors. 

3. All other lands, both islands and mainlands, found 
or to be found hereafter, discovered or to be discovered 
hereafter, which have been discovered or shall be discov-
ered by the said Grand Duke of Atuburrk, and by his ves-
sels, on the western side of the said bound, determined 
as above, after having passed the said bound toward the 
west, in either its north or south latitude, shall belong to, 
and remain in the possession of, and pertain forever to, 
the said Grand Duke of Atuburrk and to his successors.

4. The said Count Palatine of Ingazi and the said 
Grand Duke of Atuburrk promise and affirm that from 
this date no ships shall be despatched as follows: the said 
Grand Duke of Atuburrk, for the eastern side of the 
said bound, which pertains to the said Count Palatine 
of Ingazi; nor the said Count Palatine of Ingazi to the 
other part of the said bound which pertains to the said 
Grand Duke of Atuburrk for the purpose of discovering 
and seeking any mainlands or islands, or conquest of any 
kind. 

5. Should it come to pass that the said ships of the said 
Grand Duke of Atuburrk, on sailing thus on the eastern 
side of the said bound, should discover any mainlands or 
islands in the region pertaining, as abovesaid, to the said 
Count Palatine of Ingazi, such mainlands or islands shall 
pertain to and belong forever to the said Count Palatine 
of Ingazi and his heirs, and their Highnesses shall order 
them to be surrendered to him immediately. And if the 
said ships of the said Count Palatine of Ingazi discover 
any islands and mainlands in the regions of the said 
Grand Duke of Atuburrk, all such lands shall belong to 
and remain forever in the possession of the said Grand 
Duke of Atuburrk, and their heirs, and the said Count 
Palatine of Ingazi shall cause such lands to be surrendered 
immediately.

6. The above deed of treaty, agreement, and concord, 
above incorporated, having been examined and under-
stood by us, we approve, commend, confirm, execute, and 
ratify it, and we promise to keep, observe, and fulfill all 
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the abovesaid that is set forth therein, and every part and 
parcel of it, really and effectively. 

We renounce all fraud, evasion, falsehood, and pre-
tense, and we shall not violate or oppose it, or any part of 
it, at any time or in any manner whatsoever, thus to keep, 
observe, and fulfill it, and every part and parcel of it, so 
far as it is incumbent upon us, really and effectively, as is 
abovesaid, for ourselves and for our heirs and successors, 
and for our said realms, and the subjects and natives of 
them, forever. 

In attestation and corroboration whereof, we sign our name 
to this our treaty and order it to be sealed with our seal:

Sydath II 
Count of Odol, Elector & Grand Duke of Atuburrk.

Trememeres III 
Overlord of Gawan, Captain of the East Riding,  
Count Palatine of Ingazi.

The Decree of Brotherly Compassion (1511)

We were and are deeply saddened by our 
brothers of Merryn’s belief that they needed to break away 
from the Principality. Our two largely identical forms of 
Urdanism had coexisted in peace and harmony for cen-
turies upon centuries. Now individuals and institutions 
that may not have our brothers’ best interests at heart 
have forced them to take their current action, but we un-
derstand that our brothers felt they had no choice but to 
do what they did.

Our brothers in Merryn should understand that we 
feel no ill will toward them. On the contrary we still love 
them dearly and thus, those that have already voiced their 
need to by physically separated from the government in 
Pareis to worship our mother Urda will be allowed to do 
so. We hereby grant to the Merryn government the use of 
the lands they currently possess and we declare this period 
of strife at an end. There will be no fighting between lov-
ing brothers. Further we call upon the Emperor, if it is so 
requested by the Merryn faction, to recognize the Merryn 
government as their own separate entity. All other out-

standing issues between Prince Dallyn and the Merryn 
government and any issues that may arise in the future 
can and will be negotiated and worked on in a peaceful 
manner between our two governments.

If the Merryn government at any point in the future 
determines that any of the lands today ceded for use are 
superfluous to their needs, Prince Dallyn and the govern-
ment in Pareis will have the first right to (re)claim these 
Duedhyn lands.

Further, we call upon those that have not seemed to 
have our brothers’ interests at heart to now show that they 
truly do care about our brothers as much as we do and 
prove that this is not some Yagnarist plot or some mis-
guided vendetta. We call upon those responsible for this 
split between brothers to help build up Merryn’s cities 
and public works so Merryn can be a viable nation going 
forward.

Your Partner in Peace,

Prince Dallyn III 
Prince of Duedhyn, Clan Dhanos 
He Who Searches For Peace

Letter from the Peers to the Emperor’s majesty 
regarding the Yani (1512)

May it please your August and Imperial Majesty,

The House of Peers, mindful of its duty to advise 
the Emperor, respectfully recommends for your majesty’s 
consideration that the domain of the Yani be admitted 
into the Empire and, further, that their ruler be ennobled 
as a Lord of the Empire. Signed at the unanimous desire 
of the Peers and in our name by our Speaker.

May it please your august and imperial majesty, your 
majesty’s most humble most obedient and faithful subject 
and servant,

His Most Urdan Excellency, Gwariva Trememeres III, 
Overlord of Gawan, Captain of the East Riding, Count 
Palatine of Ingazi, Speaker of the House of Peers.
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Territorial Denial Decree (1512)

The Count of Murali hereby proclaims that 
until further notice, no representatives, missionaries, dip-
lomats, traders or citizens of Zarkhandu, its vassals or al-
lies may enter, transit or in any other wise impinge the 
lands held by the County of Murali. Any such found to 
be within our territory will be considered to be hostile 
and may be imprisoned, banished, or subject to execution. 
This includes trade which would require transit of our ter-
ritory. Travel by air over Murali territory by any power so 
mentioned in any vehicle capable of flight is also expressly 
prohibited.

Trade travel upon the Antean River and the Bay of 
Ebalon are not affected by this declaration. Murali has no 
interest in interfering with lawful trade engendered via 
waterways not fully within its control.

Zarkhandu has consistently made their dislike for the 
County of Murali clear, in word and deed. Murali has 
never committed a hostile act against Zarkhandu (unless 
one considers inadvertently preventing them from losing 
an entire army instead of only half of one during their 
act of unprovoked aggression against the Wyrm known 
as Friebæld to be hostile. In the light of the unremitting 
threats and hostility from our southern neighbor, Murali 
must and will take any actions it deems necessary to pre-
serve its status and borders.

At this time the list of those who are denied access to 
Murali lands are: All members of the association known 
as “The Twilight March”, the Union of Yani, and the 
Hidden Masters of Yarni-za.

His Excellency, Kilyara Drathnes I, Baron of Karrka, 
Count of Murali, Lord Admiral of the Red

Report of the Committee (1512)

May it please your August and Imperial Majesty,

The Imperial Reform Steering Committee, 
mindful of its remit to clarify and revise the Golden Edict, 
respectfully submits for your majesty’s consideration the 
attached document, “Proposed Constitutional Charter 
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for the Empire of Sahûl”, and having done so, considers 
the work of the Committee to be concluded.

Submitted at the unanimous desire of the members of the 
Committee and in our name by our Chair.

His Gracious Majesty, Adhanggar Sydath II, the Wolf, 
Count of Odol, Overlord of Kicitchat, Elector & Grand 
Duke of Atuburrk.

Her Gracious Majesty, Derica I, Lady Drax, Countess 
of Darida, Lord Admiral of the Green, Electoral Grand 
Duchess of Averon.

His Most Urdan Excellency, Gwariva Trememeres III, 
Overlord of Gawan, Captain of the East Riding, Count 
Palatine of Ingazi. (secretary)

Her High Majesty, Princess Yautlatoaya II, Mistress of 
the Tis’chak, Countess of Takkikik, Imperial Governor of 
Withidan, Elector of Itaxik, Golden Beetle of the West.

Baron Goesek Annavas II of Kommolek, Lord Treskaw, 
Burgrave of Fair Belsûnd.

His All Holiness, Pope Pious VIII, Pontiff of Sistrameides, 
Archemandrite of Il�hir. (chair)

Proposed Constitutional Charter 
for the Empire of Sahûl

Preamble

We stand at a critical moment in Sahûl’s 
history. As the Empire becomes increasingly in-

terdependent and vigorous, the future at once holds great 
peril and great promise. We recognize that in the midst of 
a magnificent diversity of cultures and Kindreds, we are 
one Empire with one common destiny. We must, there-
fore, dedicate ourselves to bringing forth an Imperial 
government founded on the principle of respect for its 
peoples, their princes, and their Gods. These great truths 
compel us to proclaim this charter to the peoples of the 
Empire, and to dedicate its promise to the prosperity of 
their descendants.
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This Charter abrogates and replaces the Golden Edict 
of 1387 and the The Ingazi Declaration of 1487.

Chapter 1: The Emperor
Article 1. Qualifications

The Emperor must be worthy sophont of majority age, 
alive and mortal, reside in the Empire, be of noble birth, 
of lay status, and not a divine avatar. At any point that a 
sitting emperor chooses to prolong his or her life beyond 
a natural lifespan by whatever means, he or she must im-
mediately abdicate and announce an election.

The office of Emperor is not hereditary, but elective, 
with the right of election belonging to the Electors.

Article 2. Beginning and End of the Emperor’s Reign
An Imperial reign begins with the swearing of the 

Electoral Capitulation, an oath of duty sworn by the 
Emperor. This oath precedes the coronation. 

The Imperial cities shall take an oath of loyalty at the 
time of the coronation, but not the other realms of the 
empire, since each ruler takes such an oath at the time 
they inherit their fief.

The reign ends by death, abdication, or deposition of 
the Emperor. In the case of abdication, the Emperor must 
summon the Electors to meet and vote for his successor, 
and he must remain Emperor until the vote is completed. 
No member of the abdicating Emperor’s house may be 
considered a candidate in this election. Deposition may 
be declared by a no-confidence vote of the Electors, ac-
cording to Article 8 Section 5 of this present Charter.

Article 3. Text of the Electoral Capitulation
I do swear that I, through the faith which binds me to 

my God(ess) and to the Empire of Sahûl, do intend by the 
help of my God(ess), to the utmost extent of my discre-
tion and intelligence, and in accordance with said faith 
and the laws of chivalry and of the Empire, to defend and 
protect the Empire of Sahûl, to obey the Constitutional 
Charter, to not interfere with the rights of the Electoral 
Princes to conduct imperial elections freely and without 
coercion, and to uphold the rights and privileges of the 
Princes and Realms of the Empire, including: to have seat 
and vote at the Imperial Diet; to be suspended or deprived 
of their status only by their peers; to have their succession 

laws automatically approved by the Emperor; to have pre-
cedence over all subjects of the Empire; to have autonomy 
with respect to their Clan or Hive affairs; to form allianc-
es with other states of the Empire for peaceful purposes; 
and to assemble themselves by college.

Article 4. Imperial Powers and Responsibilities
The powers of the Emperor are exercised in a broad 

range of areas, but are everywhere restricted and not ab-
solute.

4.1 Executive
The Emperor shall take care that Imperial laws and 

rulings of the empire are enforced.
The Emperor shall appoint imperial officers in accor-

dance with law and tradition. [IIPs]
The Emperor shall publish to the Diet an accurate 

report of all revenue and expenditures from the Imperial 
Demense every five years.

4.2 Legislative
The Emperor may propose and promulgate laws; in 

particular, he has the right to withhold approval of any 
act of the Diet excepting his own deposition. [IIP]

The Emperor cannot levy taxes without approval of 
the Imperial Diet.

4.3 Judiciary
The Emperor is the ultimate judicial authority, al-

though except in the case of an Imperial Bann, he can 
only exercise this power through the legally appointed 
courts, and he has no right to intervene in the Imperial 
Chamber Court.

The Emperor has the right of pardon, as well as the 
right to confer exemptions and privileges (i.e., exceptions 
to the application of imperial laws). [IIP]

In pursuance of specific instances contained in this 
Charter, the Emperor may impose an Imperial Bann on 
any Realm. This prevents any other party from engaging 
in trade with the affected Realm, for a period not to ex-
ceed twenty-five years. [IIP]

4.4 Feudal
The Emperor is overlord of all imperial fiefs.
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4.5 Titles and Styles
The Emperor is styled “His August & Imperial 

Majesty, N, Sovereign of Sahûl, Lord of the Nine Hills of 
Sardarthion, Holder of the Emerald Throne, and Emperor 
of All the World.”

The Emperor has precedence over all monarchs. The 
Emperor’s wife, the Empress, also has rank, but not his 
children, since the office is elective.

Article 5. Chancellor of the Empire
When, by resignation, death or other means, the office 

of Chancellor of the Empire becomes vacant, it shall be 
the responsibility of the House of Peers to provide to the 
Emperor, with all speed, a list of three suitable nominees 
as candidates for said office. The Electors of the Empire 
shall not be eligible for nomination.

The Emperor may select the new Chancellor from this 
list or, if he desires, select some one else.

short list of 3 non-electors: 0 IIP•	
Other non-elector: 1 IIP•	
Elector: 2 IIP•	

The Chancellor retains all traditional rights, privi-
leges, and duties of his office.

Chapter 2. The Imperial Diet
Article 6. Composition of the Imperial Diet

The Imperial Diet is the legislative body of the Empire. 
Its decisions are binding on all subjects of the Empire, and 
it is the only institution with which the Emperor deals.

The Imperial Diet is divided into three houses:
 1. the College of Electors,
 2. the House of Peers,
 3. the Council of Imperial Cities.
All members of the Imperial Diet or their envoys en-

joy safe passage through any Imperial Realm going to and 
returning from Sardarthion on penalty of the Imperial 
Bann. 

Article 7. The Imperial Realms
An Imperial Realm is a territory having standing, de-

fined as having a seat and a vote at one of the three houses 
of the Imperial Diet. A few imperial officers, including 
the Tiger King of Arms, have a seat without vote, and as 
such do not have standing.

The status of Imperial Realm is attached to a particu-
lar territory, and is a right of the owner or ruler of that ter-
ritory. Consequently if several individuals jointly rule the 
Realm they share the vote. Conversely, the owner of sev-
eral Realms with votes attached exercises a corresponding 
number of votes. The vote is inherited by the next pos-
sessor of the Realm.

7.1 Admission of New Imperial Realms
Admission to the Imperial Diet is not solely depen-

dent on the Emperor’s will, but also requires qualification 
and approval by the Imperial Diet itself. Actual exercise of 
the rights to sit and vote are not necessary.

The creation of a new electorate requires the approval 
of all three houses. In the case of the College of Electors, 
this must be unanimous.

The creation of a new prince with individual vote in 
the House of Peers requires the possession of a significant 
immediate territory and the approval of both the College 
of Electors and the House of Peers.

The Emperor may not make individuals into Realms 
without the possession of a territory; an imperial knight-
hood is not sufficient to be declared a Realm of the 
Empire. 

After qualification and approval, the quality of an 
Imperial Realm is retained, whether or not the seat is 
taken or the vote exercised.

7.2 Guarantee of Privileges of the Imperial Realms
The privileges of the Imperial Realms are guaranteed 

by the Electoral Capitulation. They are:
to have seat and vote at the Imperial Diet; •	
to be suspended or deprived of their status only •	
in cases of misuse of rights like minting and tolls, 
and only by the Emperor or the imperial court
to have their succession laws automatically •	
approved by the Emperor;
precedence over all subjects of the Empire•	
autonomy with respect to their Clan or Hive •	
affairs;
the right to form alliances with other states of •	
the Empire for peaceful purposes
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the right to assemble themselves by college•	

7.3 Guarantee of Privileges of the Counties Palatine
The various Counties Palatine are maintained in their 

customary rights and privileges, most especially the right 
of Sovereignty, including judicial sovereignty: their sub-
jects can not be tried in imperial courts, and no appeals 
can be made to the imperial high courts except in cases of 
denial of justice.

Article 8. The Electors
The Emperor is chosen by the Electors, namely the 

Kings of Aradéc and Zarkhandu, Queen of Chi t́ixi, 
Prince of Cappargarnia, Princess of Itaxik, Grand Dukes 
of Atuburrk, Averon, and Golmath, and the Count 
Palatine of Thace. They and they alone are the true and 
lawful electoral princes of the empire. 

8.1 Rights and Powers
The powers and rights of the Electors are:

the right of Election: the Electors choose the •	
Emperor in accordance with the mandates of this 
present Charter;
the right of Sovereignty: Electors may create •	
Marches and Dependencies;
the right of Vassalage: Electors may accept the •	
fealty of any non-electoral Realm;
the right of Law over their vassals;•	
royal rank and precedence;•	
the right to propose legislation and to be •	
consulted on all important affairs by the 
Emperor;
the right to give their assent without the rest of •	
the Imperial Diet in certain cases (tolls, minting 
privileges);
the right to meet on their own initiative;•	
the right to enjoy in their territories regal powers, •	
and in particular judicial sovereignty: their 
subjects can not be tried in imperial courts, and 
no appeals can be made to the imperial high 
courts except in cases of denial of justice.
the right to be suspended or deprived of their •	
status only by their electoral peers according 
to Article 8 Section 7 of this current Charter 
(except in cases of misuse of rights like minting 

and tolls, in which case the Emperor or the 
imperial court can order the suspension)

8.2 Rights of Princely Election in the Republic of Cappargarnia
The right of the subjects of the Principality of 

Cappargarnia to elect their Prince upon a vacancy in that 
office are guaranteed by the Emperor, by the Imperial 
Diet, and by each individual Elector.

8.3 The Method of Imperial Elections
Upon the death of the Emperor, the electors gather in 

Sardarthion to choose his successor. 
Other than the death of the Emperor, an election may 

take place only in case of extended absence, permanent 
incapacity of the Emperor, or other urgent necessity. It 
is up to the electors to decide to hold an election in ac-
cordance with Article 8 Section 5 of this present Charter. 
The Electors are obligated to give the Emperor prior noti-
fication, but they may proceed without his approval.

The electors are free to elect anyone they wish, and 
the Emperor, in his capitulation, promises not to interfere 
with this freedom or use any form of coercion. Electors 
may, nevertheless, pledge their vote in advance. A minor’s 
vote is cast by his regent.

The Chancellor of the Empire at the time of the 
Emperor’s death shall, within one month, announce the 
need for an election to the different princes by letters pat-
ent, sent through the Heralds. The letters shall state that, 
within one year, each of the electoral princes ought to be 
settled at Sardarthion, or to send their lawful envoys, at 
that time and to that place, with full and diverse power, 
and with their letters patent, signed with the great seal of 
each of them, to elect an emperor of Sahûl.

If the Chancellor should chance to be negligent or 
remiss in carrying out his duty in sending the summons, 
those same princes of their own accord shall, even without 
summons, by virtue of the fealty which they owe to the 
Empire, come together in Sardarthion within one year.

No prince elector or his envoys may enter Sardarthion 
with more than five hundred armed retainers.

If a prince elector, called and summoned to an elec-
tion, and neither coming to it nor sending lawful envoys 
with letters patent, sealed with his greater seal and con-
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taining empowerment, full, free and of every kind, for 
the election of emperor of Sahûl; or one who comes, or 
perchance sends envoys, to the same, but who, afterwards 
goes away from the place of election before an emperor of 
Sahûl has been elected, and does not formally substitute 
a lawful envoy and leave him there, shall forfeit for that 
time the vote or right which he had in that particular elec-
tion.

The citizens of Sardarthion are enjoined, with faith-
ful zeal and anxious diligence, to protect and defend all 
the electoral princes in general and each one of them in 
particular from the invasion of the other, if any quarrel 
shall arise between them; and also from the invasion of 
any other person, and also with regard to all the followers 
whom they or any one of them shall have brought into 
the city. 

The said citizens of Sardarthion, moreover, through-
out all that time when an election is being conducted, 
shall not admit, or in any way permit anyone, of whatever 
dignity, condition or standing he may be, to enter the city, 
the electoral princes and their envoys and retainers alone 
being excepted. If, after the entry of the electoral princes, 
or while they are present, any stranger shall be found in 
the city without legitimate business, the citizens them-
selves shall without delay bring about his exit, under pen-
alty of all that has above been promulgated against them.

After the electors or their envoys shall have entered 
the city of Sardarthion, they shall meet together in the 
Imperial Palace on the following day at dawn. The 
Chancellor of the Empire shall give to them the form of 
the oath, and they, or the envoys of the absent ones, shall 
take the electoral oath in common.

The electoral oath: “I, a prince elector of the empire, 
do swear that I, through the faith which binds me to my 
God(ess) and to the Empire of Sahûl, do intend by the help 
of my God(ess), to the utmost extent of my discretion and 
intelligence, and in accordance with said faith and the laws 
of chivalry and of the Empire, to elect one who will be suit-
able, as far as my discretion and discernment can tell, as 
emperor of Sahûl. And my voice and vote, or said election, 
I will give without any pact, payment, price, or promise.”

The oath having been taken by the electors or their 
envoys, they shall then proceed to the election. From that 

point on they shall not disperse from Sardarthion until 
the majority of them shall have elected the emperor of 
Sahûl, who shall hold no less than five electoral votes. If 
they shall fail to do this within thirty days, counting con-
tinuously from the day when they took the electoral oath, 
from that time on they shall live on bread and water, and 
by no means leave the city unless first through them, or 
the majority of them, an emperor shall have been elected.

After the electors, or the majority of them, shall have 
made their choice, such election shall in future be con-
sidered and looked upon as if it had been unanimously 
carried through by all of them, no one dissenting. 

If any one of the electors or their aforesaid envoys 
should happen for a time to be detained and to be absent 
or late, provided he arrive before the said election has been 
consummated, he shall be admitted to the election in the 
stage at which it was at the actual time of his coming. 

He who shall have been elected emperor of Sahûl, 
shall, directly after such election shall have been held, 
and before he shall attend to any other cases or matters 
by virtue of his imperial office, without delay or contra-
diction, swear the Election Capitulation and confirm and 
approve, by his letters and seals, to each and all of the elec-
toral princes, all their privileges, charters, rights, liberties, 
ancient customs, and also their dignities and whatever 
they shall have obtained and possessed from the empire 
before the day of the election. 

And he shall renew to them all the above after he 
shall have been crowned with the imperial adornments. 
Moreover, the elected emperor shall make such confir-
mation to each prince elector in particular; and, in there 
matters, he shall be bound by no means to impede either 
those same princes in general or any one of them in par-
ticular, but rather to promote them with his favour and 
without guile.

8.4 Right of Escort
Whenever the electoral princes are obliged to journey 

to Sardarthion for the election of an emperor, each elector 
shall be bound to escort any of his fellow electoral princes 
or the envoys through his lands, and even as much beyond 
them as he shall be able; and to lend them escort without 
guile on their way to the city, and also in returning from 
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it. This he shall do under pain of perjury and the loss, for 
that time only, of the vote which he was about to have in 
such election.

All other peers holding fiefs from the Empire of Sahûl 
and all other nobles, knights, their followers, citizens and 
communities of castles, cities and districts of the em-
pire shall, without guile, in the manner aforesaid, escort 
through their territories and as far beyond as they can, any 
prince elector, or their envoy, demanding of them help of 
this kind. If any persons shall presume to run counter to 
this, they shall, by the act itself, incur the following pen-
alties: they shall be considered guilty of perjury and de-
prived of all the fiefs they hold of the Empire and of any 
lords whatever, and also of all their possessions no matter 
from whom they hold them. 

All cities and guilds presuming to act counter to the 
foregoing shall similarly be considered guilty of perjury, 
and likewise shall be altogether deprived of all their 
rights, liberties, privileges and favours obtained from the 
Empire, and both in their persons and in all their posses-
sions shall incur the imperial bann and proscription. Any 
man on his own authority and without trial or the calling 
in of any magistrate may henceforth with impunity attack 
those whom we, by the act itself, deprive of all their rights. 
And, in attacking them, he need fear no punishment on 
this account from the empire or any one else.

8.5 Votes of No-Confidence and Deposing the Emperor
Any Elector may make a motion to call for a vote of 

no-confidence in the Emperor. The second to such a mo-
tion may not be of the same religion as the Elector who 
made the original motion. Similarly, a vote of no-confi-
dence may be referred to the Electors by the Peers accord-
ing to Article 9 Section 4 of this present Charter.

The motion having been made and seconded, or hav-
ing been referred by the Peers, and the College of Electors 
having been called into session by the Chancellor in 
the same manner as for an Imperial Election, and the 
Emperor if he is an Elector having recused himself, a vote 
of three-quarters of the Electors is sufficient to depose the 
Emperor.

8.6 Guarantee of Rights of the Electoral Princes
No privileges or charters concerning any rights, fa-

vours, immunities, customs or other things, conceded 
under any form by Emperor or the Diet to any persons of 
whatever standing, pre-eminence or dignity, or to a cor-
poration of cities, towns, or any places, shall or may, in 
any way at all, derogate from the liberties, jurisdictions, 
rights, honours, or dominions of the electoral princes.

8.7 Loss of Electoral Status
Any Elector may make a motion to call for a vote to 

challenge the status of another Elector for high crimes 
and misdemeanors infringing the rights or status of an-
other lawful Realm. The second to such a motion may not 
be of the same religion as the Elector who made the origi-
nal motion.

The motion having been made and seconded, and 
the College of Electors having been called into session 
by the Chancellor in the same manner as for an Imperial 
Election, and the challenged Elector having recused him-
self, a vote not fewer than seven of the remaining Electors 
shall be required before any suspension or deprivation of 
any rights or privileges elsewhere granted by this Charter. 
Only the right to Elect the Emperor, and to propose leg-
islation and be consulted on all important affairs by the 
Emperor, shall be suspended by such action. Any and all 
other powers and Rights of the Electors shall not be in-
fringed.

Such suspension or deprivation shall be limited to a 
span not greater than twenty years, or until the death of 
the present Leader of the challenged Realm, whichever 
shall occur first; after twenty years, or upon ascension of 
the lawful Heir, full rights and privileges are immediately 
restored. If any Elector’s rights are under suspension, then 
no further Censure may occur without a unanimous vote 
of all remaining Electors, excepting the Elector being so 
censured.

Permanent revocation of any established right or 
privilege of any Electoral Realm shall only be by unani-
mous vote of the Electors, the challenged Elector having 
recused himself. In the event that the Electoral status of 
an Elector has been permanently revoked, it shall be the 
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first priority of the Electors to meet together to elevate an 
Imperial Peer to the College of Electors.

Article 9. The Peers
The second house of the Imperial Diet is composed 

of the assorted nobles who rank as Imperial Realms. No 
increases to the membership of the House of Peers is pos-
sible without a majority of the Peers assenting. 

The members of the House of Peers are: the king-
dom of Hyrágec; the principality of Duedhyn;the grand 
duchy of Araxes; the duchies of Elphárec, Taneki, Thace; 
the county palatine of Ingazi; the counties of Kachar, 
Kicitchat, Murali, Pexiki, Runazar, Tokatl, Tiryowglas; 
the baronies of Kommolek, Sakkar; the lordship of Carcë, 
the Icemark of Yax’te, and others as may be determined by 
the Diet according to Article 7 Section 1 of this present 
Charter.

9.1 Votes in the House of Peers
Each of the Peers holds an individual vote. Except in 

cases of the creation of new Realms, advice concerning the 
choice of the Chancellor, or the election of their Speaker, 
any act of the Peers requires a two-thirds majority of those 
voting. Votes shall be open for a specific number of days an-
nounced in advance and set at the pleasure of the Speaker.

9.2 Election of the Speaker of the House of Peers
The House of Peers shall elect a Speaker, who shall 

preside over the House of Peers. This vote shall be by 
simple majority (fifty percent plus one). The Speaker shall 
serve at the pleasure of the House, and he is subject to a 
vote of no-confidence. The Speaker may propose other of-
ficers, to include a Secretary and a Sergeant at Arms, to 
similarly serve at the pleasure of the House.

9.3 Advice Regarding the Appointment of the Chancellor
In accordance with Article 5 of this present Charter, 

the Peers are required to furnish the Emperor advice re-
garding the appointment of the Chancellor.

9.4 No Confidence
Any Peer may make a motion to call for a vote of no-

confidence in the Emperor. The second to such a motion 
may not be of the same religion as the Peer who made the 
original motion.

The motion having been made and seconded, it suc-
ceeds by simple majority vote and is thereby referred to 
the College of Electors for their disposition according to 
Article 8 Section 5 of this present Charter.

Article 10. Imperial Cities
The Council of Imperial Cities consists of the repre-

sentatives of each of the Imperial Free Cities of Adndar, 
Deriháhn, Einandhu, Golluz, Sarsis, Sistrameides, 
Thûnd, Tikata, and any new Imperial Cities created by 
the Emperor. 

The Council is advisory only, and it may not prevent 
the passage of any legislation of the Imperial Diet. The 
Council may furnish advice to the Emperor, the Electors, 
or the Peers on any issue affecting them. 

10.1 Votes in the Council of Imperial Cities
Each of the Cities holds an individual vote.

10.2 Guarantee of Privileges of the Imperial Free Cities
The various Imperial Free Cities are maintained in 

their customary rights and privileges.

Chapter 3. The Courts of the Empire
Article 11: Supreme Court of the Empire

There shall be established an independent Imperial 
Chamber Court, to serve as the Supreme Court of and 
for the Empire. Its purpose shall be to sit in judgment 
of violations of the Imperial peace and as guarantor of 
Imperial law.

11.1 Composition of the Court
This Court shall consist of five Justices.
The Chancellor of the Empire, upon lawful appoint-

ment to that office and during his tenure therein, shall 
serve as a Justice of the Court.

The Speaker of the House of Peers, upon lawful ap-
pointment to that office and during his tenure therein, 
shall serve as a Justice of the Court.

The Emperor is granted the right and charged with 
the duty to appoint the remaining three Justices, the ap-
pointments being for a term of thirty years and not subject 
to recall other than by voluntary resignation. In the event 
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that a sitting justice dies before the end of his term, the 
remainder of his term shall be filled by his lawful heir. 

If the Emperor fails to make an appointment in a 
timely manner, the Speaker of the House of Peers shall be 
charged to do so, using the Imperial authority and subject 
to all of the same requirements and restrictions. 

No individual shall hold more than one position on 
the Court. Should a Justice be elected Speaker of the 
House of Peers or be appointed Chancellor of the Empire, 
a vacancy in the Court is thereby created.

The Emperor may appoint a member of his own faith 
to the Court only if, at the time of such appointment, 
no sitting Justice of the Court is a member of said faith. 
This restriction shall not apply to the appointment of the 
Chancellor of the Empire.

Justices shall, within the execution of their responsi-
bilities to the Court, be entitled to the same dignity en-
joyed by Electors.

11.2 Competence
The Imperial Court shall have competence in dis-

putes between Realms; in cases of Justice denied within a 
Realm; and shall, when called upon, be the arbiter of what 
shall constitute a Just or Unjust war between Realms.

Although matters of disputed succession within a 
Realm are held to be an Imperial prerogative, the Court 
shall, if the Emperor declines to exercise this prerogative, 
have competence to address such issues. The weight of the 
Court’s judgment in matters of succession shall be in all 
ways equal to that granted to the Emperor. 

Subject to Rights and Privileges elsewhere granted 
in this Constitutional Charter, no one, including the 
Emperor, shall be exempt from the authority of the Court 
within its defined Competence.

11.3 Recusal
No Justice shall render judgment in any case which 

involves his own Realm or a Realm tied to his by bonds of 
fealty, nor in any case involving a Realm at war with the 
Justice’s Realm or a Realm tied to his by bonds of fealty.

In the event that the Court is unable to reach a clear 
majority opinion, the Emperor, as the ultimate judicial 
authority in the Empire, shall be empowered to render his 

opinion in the matter at hand. By this means shall a ma-
jority opinion be reached, and Justice served.

11.4 Writ of Certiorari
A plantiff wishing a case being heard by the court 

must petition the Court for a writ of certiorari. The plain-
tiff will present the merits of his case to the justices of the 
court. If three of the five justices agree that the case has 
suitable standing, the Court will hear the case. If not, the 
justices may dismiss the case without hearing it.

11.5 Initial Composition of the Imperial Chamber 
Court

In the Emperor’s initial appointments to the Court, 
he shall designate one of the three appointed judges for 
a short ten year term and another for a short twenty year 
term, so that in future one justice may be appointed every 
ten years.

Article 12: Lower Courts
Notwithstanding the establishment of the Imperial 

Chamber Court, each Realm shall have full Judicial au-
thority in matters internal. This right, based on ancient 
tradition and laws previously established, shall not be 
infringed. However, in cases of Justice denied within 
a Realm, the injured party may petition the Imperial 
Courts for redress.

Chapter 4. Structure of the Empire
Article 13. Political Structure

The territorial components of the Empire fall into one 
of the following categories:

Realms•	
Imperial prefectures (the Imperial Demense)•	
Independent prefectures (regions not part of any •	
Realm or of the Imperial Demense)
ecclesiastical territories •	
counties palatine•	
free imperial cities•	

In accord with the previous articles of this present 
Charter, all Realms, ecclesiastical territories, counties 
palatine, and free imperial cities are maintained in all of 
their customary rights and privileges.
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Article 14. The Imperial Civil Service
For purposes of the Civil Service and of Imperial jus-

tice, the Empire is divided into 45 Provinces, each com-
posed of approximately twenty Prefectures. 

Provinces are administered by Governors appointed 
by the Emperor. 

Prefectures are administered by Prefects, promoted 
from the Civil Service Imperial Judicial Authority, with 
the Emperor retaining veto power. Candidates are subject 
to the Examination System.

Desert and waste Provinces may not have Prefectures, 
but instead are administered directly by the Governor.

14.1 Examination System
With the exception of Provincial Governors, who 

may be political appointees, all appointments to positions 
within the civil service, including Ministers and Prefects, 
are reserved to those who pass the examination appropri-
ate to the position.

The examination system is maintained by the 
Auditors, free of any political interference, whether of 
Realms or of the Emperor.

14.2 Auditors
The Auditors are a special independent branch of the 

civil service tasked with investigating the civil service, and 
where appropriate eliminating corruption and inefficiency.

This program of audits and reform is maintained by 
the Auditors, free of any political interference, whether of 
Realms or of the Emperor.

No individual Auditor may serve in the same 
Prefecture for more than five years, except the Minister 
and members of his staff, who may serve in the Sardarthion 
central office for no more than ten years.

Article 15. The Imperial Demense
The lands of the Imperial Demense are ruled directly 

by the Emperor. During interregnums, the Demense 
lands are administered in trust by the Chancellor.

15.1 Knights of the Empire
The Knights of the Empire are minor nobles whose 

direct overlord is the Emperor. They are maintained in all 
of their customary rights and privileges.

15.2 The Imperial City of Sardarthion
The election and coronation of the emperor of 

Sahûl, and likewise his court, shall be held in the city of 
Sardarthion. Whenever any prince elector or peer, de-
tained by a just impediment, is not able to come when 
summoned to the imperial court, and instead sends an en-
voy, that envoy will be admitted in the place of his master, 
with all the dignity normally reserved to such an envoy.

15.3 The Emerald Watch
The Emerald Watch is that portion of the Imperial 

armed forces, ground, naval, and air, tasked with the de-
fense and security of the Imperial Demense. 

Except in cases where required by this Constitutional 
Charter, they may not enter the territory of any Realm 
without an explicit written request of the ruler of said 
Realm.

Article 16. Heraldry in the Empire of Sahûl
Heraldry and all associated arts are the sole purview 

of Most Ancient and Undaunted Imperial Order of 
Heralds, under the leadership of the Tiger King of Arms. 
They are maintained in all of their customary rights and 
privileges, free of any political interference, whether of 
Realms or of the Emperor.

Chapter 5. Miscellaneous Provisions
Article 17. Lawful Money

All realms have the right, in every place and part of 
their territories, all lands subject and dependent, of coin-
ing and circulating gold and silver money, providing all 
weights and values are compliant with the standards set 
by the Empire.

Article 18. Property of the Electors
All future electoral princes forever shall have the right 

of buying or purchasing, or of receiving in gift or donation 
for any reason, or in bond, from any princes, magnates, 
counts or other persons, any lands, castles, possessions, 
estates or goods, under the usual conditions with regard 
to such lands, castles, possessions, estates or goods: that, 
namely, alods shall be bought or received as alods, free-
holds as freeholds; that holdings in feudal dependency 
shall be bought as fiefs, and shall be held as such when 
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bought. The electoral princes shall themselves be bound 
to regard and to render to the empire its pristine and cus-
tomary rights over these things, lands, etc. which they 
shall, in this way, have bought or received, and have seen 
fit to add to their realm.

Article 19. Unjust War
Each and every unjust war and feud is prohibited, as 

well as all unjust burnings, spoliations and rapines, un-
lawful and unusual tolls and escorts, and the exactions 
usually extorted for such escorts, under the penalties by 
which the sacred laws prescribe that the foregoing offens-
es, and any one of them, are to be punished. 

Determination in any specific case of what consti-
tutes just and unjust war, unlawful tolls and escorts, and 
all other such offenses, shall be judged in the High Court 
of the Empire.

Article 20. Definitions
“Censure” means, for the purposes of this present 

Charter, a suspension of the rights, privileges, and dig-
nities of an Elector by a lawful action of the College of 
Electors subject to Article 8, Section 7 of this present 
Charter.

“Lay status” means, for the purposes of this present 
Charter, someone who is not a priest, priestess, monk, 
nun, friar, or other ordained member of a Church or other 
religious organization.

“Sophont” means, for the purposes of this present 
Charter, a member of the Kit’ixi (Malebolge), Saurian, 
or Wenemet Kindred. Additional Kindreds that dem-
onstrate a grasp of civilization may be recognized as so-
phonts for the purposes of this present Charter by simple 
majority vote of the College of Electors.

“Writ of certiorari” means, for the purposes of this 
present Charter, a written request by a plaintiff petition-
ing the Imperial Chamber Court to hear his or her case. 
Cases may proceed according to Article 11 Section 4 of 
this present Charter.

Article 21. Supreme Law of the Land
If the Emperor is not willing to fulfill the imperial 

constitutions and laws above laid down, or shall presume 
to act counter to them, the Electors shall depose him ac-
cording to Article 8 Section 5 of this present Charter.

Any Elector infringing these laws shall, from that time 
on, be excluded by his co-electors from association with 
themselves, and he shall lose both his vote in the election 
and the position, dignity and privileges possessed by the 
other electors, according to the procedures described in 
Article 8 Section 7 of this present Charter. 

Any other prince or nobleman infringing these laws 
shall likewise not be invested with fiefs which they shall 
obtain from the empire or from any one otherwise, and 
shall, in addition, be altogether deprived of all their rights, 
liberties, privileges and favours obtained from the empire, 
and both in their persons and in all their possessions shall 
incur the Imperial Bann. 

Any Free City or guild infringing these laws shall like-
wise, by the act itself, have incurred the above penalties.

Any person on his own authority and without trial 
or the calling in of any magistrate may henceforth with 
impunity attack those whom, by the act itself, have de-
prived themselves of all their rights. And, in attacking 
them, he need fear no punishment on this account from 
the Empire or any one else.

Given by Our Hand and Under Our Golden 
Seal in the city of Sardarthion for the greater glory of 
the Empire in the year of the current age x, on the xth day 
of xxx, in the xth year of our reign.

Sardarthion Convention of 1515

In order to promote trade and exploration, 
the following measure is promulgated.

All Inter-Empire Waterways are declared to be free 
from tariff, toll, and interdiction. Any action taken that 
contradicts this declaration is considered an act of Illegal 
War. Inter-Empire Waterways are defined as all sea re-
gions, all lakes that border more than one realm, and all 
rivers that border more than one realm. Canals built by a 
realm are not considered Inter-Empire Waterways.

Sardhan, Servant of the Empire
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Imperial Strength Index
# Realm Player Forum Name E-mail ISI
The Great Powers

1 Golmath / Emperor ....... Paul Flinton ................Free Beer ................................. cruentidei@gmail.com ...................2,208.2
2 Aradéc ............................... Charles Hurst ............Xanthi ..................................... charlesh@teleport.com ....................2,027.1
3 Cappargarnia ................... Steven Lloyd ...............Blackheart .............................. slloyd13@gmail.com ....................... 1,495.6
4 Zarkhandu ....................... Theo Moriarty ...........Mandala of Blood ................. tmoriarty@gmail.com .....................1,459.6

Major Powers

5 Atuburrk .......................... Adam Sherman ..........Gonnagle ................................mad.angus@yahoo.com ................. 1,421.8
6 Araxes ............................... Christopher Hord .....chordam7................................ chordam7@yahoo.com ................... 1,412.4
7 Thace, Elector .................. Gareth Anderson ......kolgrim ....................................kolgrim@gmail.com ........................1,379.3
8 Chi’tixi ............................. Steve Cagg ..................Priest King ............................. ragnarstation@hotmail.com ..........1,325.2
9 Averon ............................... Kevin Lawrence .........Averon Inc ..............................privatej67@yahoo.com ....................1,314.6
10 Itaxik ................................. Michael Warner ........Galen .......................................me1451@comcast.net .......................1,312.9
11 Church U&T .................. Anne Porter ................Cupcake .................................. crabbycupcakes@gmail.com .......... 1,183.7
12 Ingazi ................................. Harry Jago ..................jago ........................................... jagoh@yahoo.com ............................1,142.1

Regional Powers

13 Elphárec ............................ open for a player ...............................................................................................................................999.9
14 Pexiki ................................ John Schmid...............Magus ......................................magus@spellcaster.org ....................... 940.4
15 Hyrágec ............................. open for a player ...............................................................................................................................822.0
16 Thace, Duchy ................... Jake Roberts ...............Jake .......................................... jacob.roberts1@gmail.com ................795.9
17 Taneki ............................... Don Wynne................meriden ...................................dpatrickwynne@gmail.com ..............761.8
18 Tiryowglas ....................... Mike Johnson ............Minister of Defense .............printermanmj@aol.com .....................727.6
19 Kommolek ....................... Cortlandt Winters ....Cortah..................................... cwinters@notebookmargins.com ....671.7
20 Duedhyn/Dallyn ........... Alex James ..................Clan Dhanos of Duedyn.....ClanDhanos@yahoo.com .................656.2
21 Kicitchat ........................... James Hazeltine .........Von Malvalken ...................... jhazeltine@pleiadesmm.com.............627.8
22 Putini-Yani ....................... David Harrington.....The Grey ....................................................................................................623.9
23 Veiled Masters ................. Jim Tucker ..................thirteenth ................................................................................................. 605.2
24 Murali ............................... Corey Snow ................Cyclometh .............................. cyclometh@gmail.com .......................548.5

Minor Powers

25 IOC ................................... Jason Pearl ..................redoubtable1 .......................... redoubtable1@comcast.net ............... 448.7
26 Tokatl ................................ Shelley Woodberry  ..Skipperway .............................desrik@comcast.net ............................414.7
27 Sakkar ............................... Nelson Merritt...........hemmy ....................................nelson.merritt@wachovia.com ......... 363.5
28 Yax’te ................................. Tyler Baumgartner ....rawhidekid ............................. tylerbaumgartner@gmail.com .......... 353.3
29 Duedhyn/Merryn .......... Ted Herzl ....................Duedhyn ....................................................................................................333.4
30 Carcë ................................. Joe Cirillo ...................Conqueror Worm................. jcirillo@lcmarketing.net ....................326.1
31 Sword of Iluvar ................ Erik Bankson .............Templar ................................... erik.bankson@gmail.com ..................303.1
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